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Happy Fall everyone.  It’s in the air as we leave summer behind 
us.  We had an excellent Schwingfest and left a good impression 
on this year’s Swiss Tour Group from the ESV Board of 
Directors.  I still remember the look on their faces when they saw 
our Swiss Hall for the first time… 
 
The champion Schwinger for the year was Andrew Betschart 
with the best rankings in the WCSWA schwingfests.  His parents 
are social members of the Aelpler Gruppe. 
 
Thanks to a lot of Aelpler Gruppe volunteers, the United Swiss 
Societies Swiss National Day was a success again this year. 
Suzanne Bradshaw led the team that made sure the park was 
ready for the festivities.   
 
Through close work with the City of Newark, the Swiss Park 
Board and Manager Bob Fuchslin have been able to adapt to the 
new noise ordinance in the City of Newark this summer.  Permits 
are being issued and some events are coming back to Swiss 
Park.  Thanks for your hard work.  We held a special meeting to 
update all life members on the situation the last Sunday in 
September. 
 
Look inside for details for our annual Metzgete this year on 
October 27th.  We’ll have all of our traditional meats available 
that night. 
 
Our annual election is upon us and we are recruiting new board 
members.  Mariette Franke will be retiring from the board at the 
end of the year after many years of service to the Aelpler 
Gruppe.  If you get a call from our nominating committee, please 
say yes. It is a great group to work with. 
 
And we’ll soon be looking for donations for our annual Member’s 
Christmas Dinner raffle.  We hope you all can come. 
 
Here is the new trivia question: What is an Älplerchilbi and when 
is it held?  Call/text me at 510-936-2523 or via 
facebook.com/ajambiel with the answer.  We’ll draw the winner 
from the first four correct answers.  Pete Zuger got the right 
answer last time.  He won 2 free admissions to our Fall 
Schwingfest.  Look for the answer inside this issue. 
 
Ich wünsche euch alles Gute, 
Arnold 

 

Metzgete                
    

     Saturday, October 27th at 6 p.m. 
Please see flyer inside for details 
Send your reservation in asap 

 

 
Member’s Annual Meeting 

 
 

Sunday, November 4th 
at Swiss Park Hall 

Jass Party 10:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Meeting begins at 2:30 p.m. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
Please come and support the Club. 

 
Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 

Saturday, December 1st 
Dinner 6:00 p.m  

(Flyer with all the information and raffle tickets 
will be mailed out soon) 

 

 
Folklore Event – Who would you like to 

see nominated for Aelpler Gruppe’s 
Annual Folklore event?  Please send your 

your nomination to: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 

 

 
Presidents Message 
 
   By Arnold Ambiel 
 
Dear Members, 

http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub


Fall Schwingfest, September 1, 2018 
 
Aelpler Gruppe held their Fall Schwingfest to wonderful 
weather. We enjoyed the company of tour group with 
members from the Schwingerverband in Switzerland 
along with many local Swiss friends and Club 
Members.  
 
Three wrestlers joined us from Switzerland as well as 
local wrestlers from Northern California and Nevada. 
After an afternoon of wrestling and music, we enjoyed 
the great dinner and awards ceremony in the Swiss 
hall. 

 
Swiss tour 
group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Schwingfest winner 
 
 
                 
 

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schwingers crowned  
 
 
 

 
 
Kevin Kaslin with his 
wrestling awards 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Fall Schwingfest Rangliste  

 
SENIORS 
1a Philip Langestein Engelberg, Ob, CH 57.50 
 Crown Girl:  Sina Mollet 
1b Michael Leuenberger Sigriswil, Bern, CH 57.50 
 Crown Girl:  Ashley Almond 
2a Andrew Betschart Ripon, CA  56.25 
 Crown Girl:  Sarah Konecny 
2b Jakob Schallberger Fresno, CA  56.25 
 Crown Girl:  Toni Wipfli 
 
(Above Schwingers with Crowns) 
 
3  Koni Gut  Nidwalden, CH  55.25 
4a Steven Widmer Manteca, CA  54.75 
4b Carlos HernandezManteca, CA   54.75 
5  Mike Berchtold French Camp, CA  54.00 
6  Stefan Granado Newark, CA  53.50 
7  Ian Schmidig Truckee, CA   53.25 
 
GROUP A – 8 TO 10 YEARS OLD 

 
1  Sammy Ming Sacramento, CA   59.00 
 Crown Girl:  Silvia Gwerder 
2  Walter Bynum Ripon, CA   57.00 
 Crown Girl:  Andrea Imfeld-Portmann 
(Above Schwingers with Medals) 
 
3  Grace Beglinger French Camp, CA 55.75 
4  Tanner Schmidig Truckee, CA  55.00 
5  Joe Ott  Manteca, CA  52.50 
 
GROUP B – 12 YEARS OLD 

 
1  Carl Ming  Sacramento, CA  57.00 
 Crown Girl:  Carol Ming 
2  Jaydn Schneider Reno, NV  56.75 
 Crown Girl:  Alycia Schmidig 
(Above Schwingers with Medals) 
 
3  Belle Beglinger  French Camp, CA 56.00 
4  Jared Ott  Brentwood, CA  55.25 
5  Kevin Kaslin  Auburn, CA   52.50 
 
STEINSTOSSEN 

 
1 Andrew Betschart Ripon, CA  13 feet 6 inches 
2 Carlos Hernandez Manteca, CA 12 feet 3 inches 
3 Isel Marco    12 feet 

 
 



 
Swiss National Day Celebration 
Newark Swiss Park, August 4, 2018 

 
 
Swiss National Day at Swiss Park was held on a beautiful 
warm summer day in Newark, CA.  Many visitors enjoyed a 
wonderful day of Swiss culture, Swiss music, and Swiss 
food.  We met our new Consul General Representative, Urs 
Wueest, who gave the National Day address.  During the 
afternoon, we had music by Ed Sciarini and Art Nicola 
along with music and dancing 
to “The Internationals”.   The 
Swiss Echoes Choir 
performed lovely songs to the 
delight of all of us.  We were 
also entertained by Arthur 
Brogli with his accordion.  The 
Bernese Mountain Dogs came 
for a visit and children also 
enjoyed the jump house and 
games and activities.  Kids 
were also shown how to 
wrestle and had fun trying to 
pin their opponent and win the 
round. 
 
Food was provided by Lugano Swiss Bistro of Carmel, CA.  
They featured roasted chicken, Bratwurst, vegetable 
Spaetzeli and pretzels.  Swiss Delices Bakery displayed 
and sold many yummy pastries.  Other wonderful vendors 
included Judy’s Bauernmalerei and Folk Art Creations, A 
Touch of Switzerland, Ricola, and Gemperle Family Farms 
& Edelweiss Nut Company. 
 
Aelpler Gruppe sponsored a Swiss Tombola booth.  We 
also enjoyed the Swiss Heritage booth, Switzerland 
Tourism booth, Trade Winds Aviation, Alto International 
School,  Swiss American Chamber of Commerce, Logitech, 
San Francisco Zurich Sister City Committee, and the 
German International School of Silicon Valley.   
 
Switzerland Tourism offered  two Swiss Travel Passes in 
First Class along with many other raffle prizes donated by 
generous Swiss friends and Club members. 
 

 
 
Stefan Granado assisting with the children's wrestling 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

                      

 
 

                       
 

                             

  
  
Video of Swiss National Day:      
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ty58KQHSSvI 
produced by Tom Coroneos 
 
More great Photos of Swiss National Day: 
https://bronzan.smugmug.com/180804-NATIONAL-SWISS-
DAY-AT-NEWARK-SWISS-CLUB/ 
produced by Bronzan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ty58KQHSSvI
https://bronzan.smugmug.com/180804-NATIONAL-SWISS-DAY-AT-NEWARK-SWISS-CLUB/
https://bronzan.smugmug.com/180804-NATIONAL-SWISS-DAY-AT-NEWARK-SWISS-CLUB/


                                                 

 

 

Aelpler Gruppe 2018 Calendar of Events 
 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 
 
Oct 27   Metzgete Dinner 6:00 pm 
Nov 4    Annual Member’s Meeting & Jass Party –                  
    Sunday 2:00 pm 
Dec 1    Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 pm 
 
Aelpler Gruppe 2019 Calendar of Events 
 
Feb 10    Jass Party & Fondue Dinner 
April 13    Folklore Event 
May 5     Semi-Annual members meeting & Jass Party 
June 9    United Swiss Societies Kid’s Camp  
Aug 3      United Swiss Societies – Swiss National Day  
Sep 7      Fall Schwingfest in Newark 11:00 a.m. 
Oct 26    Metzgete Dinner 6:00 pm 
Nov 3     Annual Member’s Meeting & Jass Party –           
Dec 7     Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 pm 

      
            
United Swiss Societies 
Diane Wagner, President 510-582-0698 

Peninsula Swiss Club  
Contact: Sandra Scanferla-Eidam 408-348-6911 
sandra.scanferla@gmail.com 
 
Swiss Consulate General 
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111  
Phone: 415-788-2272 

Swiss Rifle Club Events 
Contact John Burky at 510-996-8789 
More information at:  www.carmelgunclub.com 
And www.feldschiessen.us 
 
Future Sängerfests 
30th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing and Yodeling Festival 
 Los Angeles 2020.    
                                                                                                                       

 
Zug, Switzerland 
Eidgenössische Schwingfest 
will be held August 23 – 25, 
2019 
 

West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association  
New Board: President – Arnold Ambiel, acting   
Vice President – Urs Gwerder 
Treasurer – Don Widmer, acting 
Secretary – Chris Schallberger, acting     
 
 
All West Coast Schwingfests are now online at  
http://schlussgang.ch/ 
 

 
 

 

 

Swiss Park 2018 Events 
5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark   510-793-6272 

 

Dances one Sunday each Month – 4:00 p.m. 
There are many other on-going events at Swiss Park.  
Please check the website for the current event listings at:  
www.swissparknewark.com 
 
Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Party 
 
SJVSC, Ripon   2018 Calendar of Events 
www.sjvscriponswiss.com   Tony Berchtold, President   
 
Oct 20     Fall Swiss Echoes Concert 
Nov 11     Fall Jass Party 
Dec 2     Swiss Echoes Christmas Dinner 
Dec 9     Children’s Christmas Party 
 
Sierra Swiss Club Calendar 
Contact: Urs Gwerder 530-587-8316 
 
Pro Ticino  
  http://www.proticino.ch/ 

 
Contact information for Western US Swiss Clubs: 
  Visit the Swiss Consulate General website: 
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/countries/countries-
content/united-states-of-america/en/112.0_CHclubsSF.pdf 
 
 

 

 

Folklore Event Nominations: 
Who would you like to see nominated as a potential 
honoree in the coming years for Aelpler Gruppe’s 
Annual Folklore event held each April?  Please send 
your nomination to: aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Social Membership 
 
Join the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club! 
 
Your Annual $40 social membership entitles you to:  
 

• Special member invitations to yearly events 
(Schwingfest, Fondue Night, Metzgete, etc). 

• Christmas Party – Free to Social Members 
• Subscription to newsletter 

 
To join; please send your name, email address, 
postal address, phone number and enclose a $40 
check (paid after March 31st dues are $50.00) made 
payable to Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club and mail to: 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club   c/o Membership 5911 
Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560 
 
Questions; please contact us at: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
Phone:  510-936-2523 

http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub
http://www.carmelgunclub.com/
http://www.feldschiessen.us/
http://schlussgang.ch/
http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.sjvscriponswiss.com/
http://www.proticino.ch/
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/countries/countries-content/united-states-of-america/en/112.0_CHclubsSF.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/countries/countries-content/united-states-of-america/en/112.0_CHclubsSF.pdf
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
tel:%28510%29%20936-2523


                                                 

 

 
Obituary: 
 
Our beloved Social Member Walter Fries passed away on 
August 6, 2018 at the age of 83 at his home in Pleasanton. 
He is survived by his wife Lyla Fries of 47 years.  He was 
the devoted father of Sherry Ingles, Daniel Fries and Cassy 
Steward, and proud grandfather of Mary Ingles and Noah 
Steward. 
 
Walter was born in Newark to Swiss immigrants Mary & 
Frank Fries.  He grew up in a simple farmhouse with his 
two older brothers Frank & Albert Fries; who preceded him 
in death. He is survived by his sister Joanne Hicks of 
Sunlakes, Arizona. 
 
Walter was a self-made man in the truest sense. He 
attended Washington High School in Fremont, and with a 
modest education, was able to start a real estate brokerage 
firm, Look Realty, with his best friend and business partner, 
Wiley Hatter.  
 
In the 1960s, this small real estate brokerage firm was a 
leader in the residential real estate market in the tri-city 
area.  As the market changed in the early 1980’s so did his 
goal and opportunities. Over time it was decided to divide 
the partnership. In 1981, Walter established Fries 
Properties an expanded his focus on the investment and 
management of commercial real estate. 
 
Walter will be remembered as a family man who always put 
his family first and above all. 
Funeral services were held on August 24, 2018. 
 

 
The Swiss Club’s longtime Life Member, Jan Sutter of 
Grass Valley, CA passed away on August 21, 2018.  Our 
deepest sympathy to her family.  Services are pending. 
 

 
 
Stanley Franke, husband of Aelpler Gruppe’s longtime 
Corresponding Secretary, Mariette Franke, passed away 
on Saturday, September 1, 2018.  A private memorial 
service was recently held.  Our sincerest sympathy to his 
family. 
 
 
 
 

 

Whom to contact when a Swiss Club member is 
deceased: 
Please e-mail Mariette Franke, Corresponding Secretary at 
mariette2086@gmail.com or call Marilyn Manchester at 
510-366-5070. Thank you 

 

Memorial Fund Donations 
 
Grateful donations to the Memorial Fund have been 
received in Memory of: 
Joe Schmidig who died 3/27/18  
 
Geraldine Betschart 
Johnny Marchy 
Konrad & Elizabeth Rickenbach 
Rosemary & Gerald Wagner 
Arnold & Suzanne Ambiel 
Emma & John Hartman 
Rosemary & Gerald Wagner 
Lloyd Harman 
Janet & Frank Dompe 
Helen & Louis Marchy 
Rosemary Ramsell 
Karen Dobbel 
 

 
      
Death of Swiss in the greater Swiss Community  
We mourn the death of Erna Trinkler of Ceres, CA. 
Erna was born and raised in Calexico, CA (Imperial Valley) 
to Joseph and Elise Rothlin and passed away at her home 
in Ceres, CA surrounded by her family at the age of 92. 
She graduated from Ceres High School and went on to 
Beauty College. In 1957 she married Wendel at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Patterson. 
Together they raised four children on their dairies in 
Turlock and Ceres, CA.  
 

 

 
  

February 9th-14th, 2019 
Sailing from Fort Lauderdale, Florida to Cozumel, 
Mexico  
 
Celebrity Cruise is a 5-star ship with lots of other 
entertainment and amenities.  A perfect getaway for 6 
days.   
Saengerfest at Sea Group is offering a cruise from Florida 
to Mexico.  They are planning on two grand concerts and 
will feature many individual groups. Several choirs from 
Switzerland have already registered to join the cruise.  
Whether you are a spectator, love to sing or participate in 
a formal choir or music group, they invite you to 
participate, on or off the stage.   
 
For more information please contact the organizers or 
browse their website for more information and pre-
registration.  
Dieter, Project organizer 
Info@saengerfest-at-sea.com  
www.sangerfest-at-sea.com  
Phone:  (403) 973-5527    

 

mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com


 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

              

Welcome to our new Members: 
Milly Gaehwiler of San Francisco, Catherine 
Bradshaw (Fuchslin) & Douglas Bradshaw 
(Fuchslin) 
who became Life Members of the Aelpler Gruppe 
Swiss Club in May at the Semi-Annual Members 
Meeting after being Social Members. 
 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting is 
held the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified. 
 

 
Place a Story in our Newsletter 
Please send in your articles and stories about recent 
trips to Switzerland.  We would like to post photos onto 
our Facebook site.  We would also like to hear about 
your family here in the States.   
Contact us at:  aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
  
Newsletter Edition Deadline for article submission:  
 
January – March        Submit by:  December 1st   
April – June         Submit by:  March 1st               
July – September    Submit by:  June 1st 
October – December        Submit by:  September 1st    
 

Members Annual Meeting 
 Sunday, November 4th

 

at Swiss Park Hall 
Jass Party 10:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Meeting begins at 2:30 p.m. 
We look forward to seeing you. 

Please come and support the Club. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

“Come, Join Our Voices!” 
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers 

A Regional Choir for Boys ~ S.F. Bay Area 
 
Rehearsals Held in Various Convenient Locations: San 
Francisco* Alameda * Hayward * Oakland 
 

Boys, age 7 to 12 may audition. No prior experience 
needed.  

 
www.GGBC.org  Phone: 510 887-4311 

Steven J. Meyer, Artistic Director  

 

Advertise with us here.  Please send your Ad 
information to:   aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
Have you moved? Please forward your new 
address to Aelpler Gruppe by sending a note to 
A.G. Swiss Club, 5911 Mowry Ave.,  
Newark, CA 94560, or via e-mail to: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
Thank you 

mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
http://www.ggbc.org/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com


Join your friends at the annual 

Schlachtfest - Metzgete 
Saturday, October 27, 2018 

at Newark Swiss Park 
5911 Mowry Ave . Newark . 94560 

Sponsored by Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 

Doors open at 5:00 pm - - No Assigned seating   
      Dinner served from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Dancing to "Showcase The Band"  7:00 pm to 11:00 pm 

Admission - Dinner & Dance - $25.00 
Children 14 years and under - $5.00 (Hot-dogs available for 

children)   Dance Only - $12.00 

Due to special order of meat and sausages, 
Reservations      are                                                                        d  ue               no-later-than                                            October                                                                                                                             17 , 2018 

Dinner includes your choice of "two" of the following: Bratwurst, Leberwurst (liver 
sausage), German style Blood sausage, Rippli (smoked pork loin)

All dinners include Red Potatoes, Sauerkraut, Applesauce & Dessert

Name(s): __________________________________ __________    Phone # : ______________________ 

Email: __________________________________      Adult(s):  _______    Children 14 & under: _______   

Mark "2" meat choices per reservation:  Bratwurst _____  Leberwurst _____  Rippli  _____ 

German style Blood sausage______  Hot-dogs (for children 14 & under) _______

Check enclosed in the amount of: $ _______________

Please mail reservation and check to arrive by October 17, 2018. 
Make checks payable to: Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club. 

Mail to:  M. Reichmuth, 5911 Mowry Ave, Newark, CA 94560 
Questions:  contact Marilyn Manchester at phone: 510-366-5070



 
 z 

Officers 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club  
Board of Directors for 2018 

 
  President                    Arnold Ambiel             510-936-2523  
  1st Vice Pres     Marilyn Ramsell Manchester 510-366-5070 
  2nd Vice Pres           Chris Ciardella-Fuchslin 408-262-9097 
  Recording Secretary   Suzanne Fuchslin-Bradshaw 
  Corresp. Secretary   Mariette Franke         408-515-2086 
  Treasurer                     Margrith Reichmuth  510-792-4572 
  Assistant Treasurer     Agnes Schmidig Reed 408-515-3635 
  Past President             Kurt Clausen             650-988-1161 
  Director 1   –             Pat Wipfli-Schaffarczyk 510-677-8461 
  Director 2   –      Karen Dobbel          510-502-1072 
  Director 3   –                Rose Satariano       Newsletter Editor 
  Director 4   –     Darrell Ramsell        925-337-0565 
  Director 5   –     Dominick Reichmuth  
  Sennenmutter   Rosemary Ramsell   510-793-0983 
  Sennenvater              Frank Schmidig      
  USS Delegate              Arnold Ambiel  
 
    
  

 

 
            General Information 
 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting 
First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors Meeting 
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at 
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors 
President              Thomas Imholz Jr. 
Vice President       Pete Zuger 
Treasurer              Carl Ramsell 
Secretary               Susanne Cameron 
Assistant Secretary  Herman Betchart 
 
Swiss Park Manager Robert Fuchslin 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Satariano 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
Have you moved? 
Please forward your new address to Aelpler Gruppe, 
via e-mail to aelplergruppe@gmail.com   Thank you 
 
 

The 96th Congress of the Swiss Abroad will take 
place from 10-12th of August in Visp, at the heart of 
the magnificent Pennine or Valais Alps. 
 
The congress, titled “Switzerland without Europe – 
Europe without Switzerland”, will show that the topic of 
relations between Switzerland and Europe goes far 
beyond the European question. It has a global 
dimension, whether that be domestic or foreign policy or 
even the economic impact. 
 
During the congress, participants will have the chance 
to meet fellow citizens from across the world, find out 
about current affairs in Switzerland and share their 
experience. Interesting speeches and remarkable 
personalities from Swiss economic and political life and 
entertainment drawing on living traditions and Valais 
folklore will enrich the program of this 96th Congress of 
the Swiss Abroad. 
 
Further information about how to register is available on 
the website www.aso.ch/en/offers/congress-of-the-
swissabroad/congress-2018 
 

mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
http://www.aso.ch/en/offers/congress-of-the-swissabroad/congress-2018
http://www.aso.ch/en/offers/congress-of-the-swissabroad/congress-2018
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