Swiss owned and operated since 1935

Presidents Message
By Arnold Ambiel

Dear Members,

We hope your summer is off to a good start. The Aelpler Gruppe
members are busy getting ready for Swiss National Day and the
Fall Schwingfest.

The Aelpler Gruppe would like to welcome Mr. Urs Wuest as the
new Consul General ad interim in San Francisco. Mr. Hans-
Ulrich Tanner the previous Consul General retired at the end of
March.

Our Folklore Day/Spring Dance was a joint venture with the
Swiss Benevolent Society of San Francisco (SBS). It went very
well and we plan to partner with them again next year. Look for
the review inside.

Swiss Kids camp was a lot of fun. This year we replaced kids
Steinstossen with a William Tell history activity and it was very
well received. Look for more info inside.

Swiss Park is being challenged by the first ever noise ordinance
in the City of Newark that went into effect in February of this
year. The park has started losing events, but is trying to adapt to
the new ordinance. We will have more info on their progress this
fall.

August is a big month for the Aelpler Gruppe events at Swiss
Park and we need a lot of volunteers to make them happen.
Please save August 4th and September 1st on your schedules
and plan on attending both Swiss National Day and our Fall
Schwingfest.

There have been 3 Schwingfests so far this year and the
Frances and Truckee Schwingfests are next on the schedule.
We've confirmed that Newark and Ripon will have a tour group
for our Fall Schwingfests from the Eidgendssischer Schwinger
verband. We are looking for donations for Schwinger prizes.

Here is the new trivia question: Which Canton wappen are
missing in our Swiss Hall? There are 23 wappen on our walls,
but Switzerland now has 26 cantons. Call/text me at 510-936-
2523 or via facebook.com/ajambiel with the answer. We'll draw
the winner from the first four correct answers. Last issue’s
winner was Scott Vogt. His name was drawn from the answers
submitted. Scott wins 2 free admissions to our Fall Schwingfest.

Ich wilnsche euch alles Gute,
Arnold

AELPLER GRUPPE SWISS CLUB

Founded 1925
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Swiss National Day
August 4™ at Swiss Park, Newark

Fall Schwingfest
September 1%
Swiss Park Newark

Gates open 10:00 a.m. - Wrestler sign-ups
11:00 a.m. - Wrestling starts 11:30 a.m.

Swiss Folk Music - BBQ - Bar - Snackbar -
Steinstossen

Dancing to Mitchell Gander/Ron Scheiber
Orchestra
Special Entertainment by Arthur Brogli
(see flyer inside the newsletter for more info)

Can you assist us for an hour or two during
our Fall Schwingfest?
Please contact me at 510-936-2523 or
aelplergruppe@gmail.com Thank you!!

A

Join Aelper
Gruppe for
Metzgete at the
Swiss Park

October 27" at 6 p.m.

LA

Member’'s Annual Meeting
Sunday, November 4th
Meeting begins at 2:00 p.m.

s

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Facebook page
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub
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United Swiss Societies of Northern California
Swiss Kids Camp 2018

On Sunday June 10", 35 kids came to Swiss Park for a
day of Swiss activities. Led by Diane Wagner and
Severin Ott, the kids enjoyed a day of painting, card
playing, baking, Swiss history, singing and schwingen.
For the Aelpler Gruppe, Trudy May-Moesch and
Margrith Reichmuth led the Singing. Walt Haslemann,
Mariette Franke, Ed Ott, Connie Grass and Bill
Bauhofer led the Schwingen. Pat Wipfli Schaffarczyk
and Arnold Ambiel presented the William Tell History.
Snacks and lunch were prepared by Suzanne Ambiel,
Carol Floyd, Karen Dobbel and Marilyn Ramsell
Manchester. Bob Fuchslin and Swiss Park donated
the Schublig and Hot Dogs for the event. Everyone
had a great time.

World's steepest funicular rail line opens in Switzerland
The Schwyz-Stoos funicular is hailed as triumph of
engineering. The maximum incline that can be overcome by
the new railway is 110% - a world record. It can transport
1,500 passengers per hour. Each rail cabin holds 34
passengers. The new funicular travel time is 3-5 minutes.
The railway goes from Schwyz-Schlattli to Stoos gaining 744
meters in elevation. The rail cars are automatically leveled
as you travel up and down.

Facts about the new funicular can be found here:
https://stoos-muotatal.ch/en/facts-about-the-new-funicular-

railway/

Video (views from inside):
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=yfp-t-
s&p=video+of+stoosbahn#id=2&vid=9eadb83a60b247d079b
1b5dc9007a9df&action=click
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Member’'s Annual Meeting
and Jass Party

Sunday, November 4"

at Swiss Park Hall

Jass Party 10:00 amto 1 p.m.
Lunch served

Meeting begins at 2:30 p.m.

Please come and support the Club.

A hearty welcome to our new Swiss Clubs Social
Members:

Mille Gaehwiler of San Francisco

Catherine Bradshaw (Fuchslin) Fremont

Douglas Bradshaw (Fuchslin) Fremont

We look forward to your continued support of our
Swiss Club.

L

Do you receive the Newsletter but are not on the
general e-mail list?

To receive general Aelpler Gruppe Club
information, send your e-mail address to:
mariette2086@gmail.com

Thank you.
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Inviting all 1948ers -- Did you go back to
Switzerland by Ship after the War?

Did you or your family travel back to Switzerland in
1948 after it became possible? Did you have to drive
across the USA, put the family car on a ship and sail to
Europe and then drive across France to visit
Switzerland?

The Aelpler Gruppe is inviting all 1948 travelers who
went back to Switzerland to join us at our Fall
Schwingfest for a reunion. Send us your story and any
photos you have and we will create a poster display.
Come to the Schwingfest and we will recognize you
during the afternoon. There will be stories to tell and
pictures to share.

Please send you info to aelplergruppe@agmail.com or
call 510-936-2523 with any questions.

Annual Dues for Social Members

Thank you to all of our Social Members who have
already paid their annual dues of $40.00.

Have you sent in your dues around January 23rd,
but the check hasn’t cleared? Please advise
Mariette by e-mailing to mariette2086@gmail.com.
We hope yours was not one of the lost checks in
the mail.

If you have not paid in your dues yet, please send
your check for $50.00 (paid after March 31st dues
are $50.00) made payable to: Aelpler Gruppe Swiss
Club & mail to 5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA
94560. Your support of the Swiss Club is very
important to us. Thank you.
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Folklore Afternoon — April 14, 2018

Our Folklore Afternoon was attended by many and enjoyed
by alll Jointly sponsored by Aelpler Gruppe and the Swiss
Benevolent Society, the afternoon honored Kurt and Linda
Clausen for their endless years of dedication and support of
our Swiss Heritage. In addition, our Swiss Seniors were
also recognized.

The afternoon included a wonderful lunch followed by a
heartfelt award presentation by Arnold Ambiel, Aelpler
Gruppe President, to Kurt and Linda Clausen which was
followed by Swiss music and dancing.

Thank you again to Kurt and Linda Clausen for their tireless
support of the Aelpler Gruppe and our Swiss Heritage!

Swiss National Day, August 4, 2018

¢ .

Thank you for all those who have i =
turned in raffle tickets and your % %
donation thus far for the fantastic g ;
raffle held each year during Swiss &
National Day at Swiss Park Newark.

We have sold approximately $1000 in raffle tickets and
hope to sell more. This raises much needed funds for our
Club. We receive $5.00 for every $10.00 booklet sold.

Please contact us for more raffle tickets:
Karen Dobbel  Dobbel@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 510-502-1072

e

Come help us make our Fall
Schwingfest fantastic!

Please contact us at
510-936-2523 or
aelplergruppe@gmail.com

to help out during the day, or before the event, or
after the event. We sure appreciate the support!
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Greetings from the Sierra Swiss Club. Soon we will
host the 61st West Coast Swiss Wrestling
Association Championship Schwingfest in Truckee,
California on Saturday, July 21, 2018.

Please come and join us in celebrating this very traditional
Swiss sporting event.

Truckee Community Recreation Center
10100 Pioneer Trail, Truckee, CA

10:30 a.m. Wrestling begins
12:30 a.m. Lunch
Evening of Dinner, Crowns & Awards and Dancing.
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Aelpler Gruppe 2018 Calendar of Events

www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub

Aug 4 United Swiss Societies - Swiss National Day

Sept 1 Fall Schwingfest in Newark 11:00 am

Oct 27 Metzgete Dinner 6:00 pm

Nov 4 Annual Member’'s Meeting & Jass Party —
Sunday 2:00 pm

Dec 1 Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 pm
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United Swiss Societies

Diane Wagner, President 510-582-0698

Peninsula Swiss Club

Contact: Sandra Scanferla-Eidam 408-348-6911
sandra.scanferla@gmail.com

Swiss Consulate General
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111
Phone: 415-788-2272

Swiss Rifle Club Events

Contact John Burky at 510-996-8789
More information at: www.carmelgunclub.com
And www.feldschiessen.us

Future Séngerfests
30th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing and Yodeling Festival
Los Angeles 2020.

e N Zug, Switzerland
{‘“ Eidgendssische Schwingfest
o’ 1! will be held August 23 — 25,

2019

West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association
New Board: President — Arnold Ambiel, acting
Vice President — Urs Gwerder

Treasurer — Don Widmer, acting

Secretary — Chris Schallberger, acting

July 6-7 Lewis-Pacific Swiss Society Frances, WA
July 21 Sierra Swiss Club (Championship) Truckee, CA

Aug 4 Portland Swiss Portland, OR
Aug 10-12 Swiss Sportman’s Club Tacoma, WA
Sep1l Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Newark, CA
Sep 8 San Joaquin Valley Swiss Club  Ripon, CA

All West Coast Schwingfests are now online at
http://schlussgang.ch/
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Correct Date for the 101st Portland
Schwingfest -- July 14th 2018

www.portlandswiss.org

Swiss Park 2018 Events
5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark 510-793-6272

Dances most 2™ and 4" Sunday’s of each Month.

There are many other on-going events at Swiss Park.
Please check the website for the current event listings at:
www.swissparknewark.com

Sunday Dances Second & Fourth Sundays at 4:00 pm
Dec 31 New Year's Eve Party

SJVSC, Ripon 2018 Calendar of Events
www. sjvscriponswiss.com Tony Berchtold, President

July 28  Members BBQ & 1% of Aug Kids day
Sept 8 Fall Schwingfest

Oct 6 Oktoberfest

Oct 20 Fall Swiss Echoes Concert

Nov 11  Fall Jass Party

Dec 2 Swiss Echoes Christmas Dinner
Dec 9 Children’s Christmas Party

Sierra Swiss Club Calendar
Contact: Urs Gwerder 530-587-8316

Pro Ticino
June 2-3, 2018 Conference San Francisco
http://www.proticino.ch/

Folklore:

Who would you like to see nominated in the coming
years for Aelpler Gruppe’s Annual Folklore event held
each April? Please send your nomination to:
aelplergruppe@gmail.com

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Social Membership
Join the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club!
Your Annual $40 social membership entitles you to:

e Special member invitations to yearly events

(Schwingfest, Fondue Night, Metzgete, etc).
e Christmas Party — Free to Social Members
e Subscription to newsletter

To join; please send your name, email address,
postal address, phone number and enclose a $40
check (paid after March 31st dues are $50.00) made
payable to Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club and mail to:

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club c/o Membership 5911
Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560

Questions; please contact us at:
aelplergruppe@gmail.com
Phone: 510-936-2523
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Obituary:

Joseph Frank Schmidig

May 28, 1943 — March 27, 2018
Joe Schmidig passed away
after a last battle with cancer.

Joe was a rugged individualist who
touched many lives with his spiritual and physical support.

Joseph was born in San Jose, Ca, son of Bonifaz (Ben)
Schmidig and Emma Betschart.

He lived in Sunnyvale his whole life and graduated from
Buchser High School in 1962. Joe was in the National
Guard and received an honorable discharge from the
USAF in 1982. Joe worked at Westinghouse and was
proud of his membership with the IAM Union. Joe earned
his AA degree in Liberal Arts from Mission College in 1993.
He was particularly proud of his degree as learning
disabilities required creative teaching and learning
methods. Joe was a world traveler visiting many countries
and making friends all over the globe. He was especially
fond of Switzerland where he visited relatives and was an
avid fan of Swiss wrestling. Joe loved biking and fishing.
He participated in fishing trips with at risk youth and was a
community volunteer for “Our Daily Bread”.

Joe supported many organizations and was always
promoting Santa Clara, even donating dairy memorabilia
from his father’s dairy to the Sunnyvale Historical Society
and Museum Association.

Joe is survived by his sister, Agnes Reed, niece Emma
Hartman (John) of Milwaukie, OR; nephews, Frank Del
Fiorentino of San Jose, CA and Robert Del Fiorentino of
Shandon, CA; along with multiple grand nieces and
nephews.

Friends and family are invited to a Celebration of Life on
Friday, August 17, 2018 from 11:00 a.m. at the Swiss park,
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560. In lieu of flowers,
send a donation to the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club, 5911
Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560.

Life Member, Frank Campos of Manteca passed away
on April 21, 2018.
Our deepest sympathy to his family.

Life Member, Ellie Schwob of Hayward passed away
In May. Our deepest sympathy to her family.
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Whom to contact when a Swiss Club member is
deceased:

Please e-mail Mariette Franke, Corresponding Secretary at
mariette2086@gmail.com or call Marilyn Manchester at
510-366-5070. Thank you

Memorial Fund Donations

Grateful donations to the Memorial Fund have been
received in Memory of:

Joe Schmidig who died 3/27/18
Dave & Margrith Reichmuth
Agnes Reed

Rosemary Ramsell

Kurt & Linda Clausen

Leo & Charleen Ott

Mariette Franke

Antoinette Betschart

Heidi Ambiel

Walter & Lois Ulrich

Dan & Lynn Vogt

Pete & Jackie Zuger

Bill & Marilyn Bauhofer

Marilyn Manchester
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Death of Swiss in the greater Swiss Community

We mourn the death of Carl Ott of Modesto who passed
away on March 27, 2018 at the age of 92.

He is survived by his loving wife Paula Ott of 63 years, his
loving children, grandchildren and great grandchildren
who will all dearly miss him. Carl will be remembered for
his outgoing personality. He knew the importance of hard
work having worked on his parent’s dairy from a young
age on. He was very proud of his Swiss Heritage and the
Swiss events were very important to him.

Our sincerest sympathy to his wife Paula and families.

Joe Schmidig receives Bread Loaf Award

Joe was a long-time volunteer with Our Daily Bread (ODB)
who liked to work in the background, behind the scenes,
primarily as a food-runner/driver. Joe along with Arnold
Siegel, was instrumental in getting Trader Joe's to donate
food to ODB many years ago. In the beginning, Trader
Joe’s gave their donations to several agencies in addition
to ODB. Many years later they wanted to simplify things at
their end and asked if ODB would be willing to take
everything, 7 days a week. Joe and David Barnes, our
Program Director, thought it over and felt they could make
it work. They convinced the ODB Board to say yes to this
offer and we did. Joe and David recruited the team of
drivers and Joe helped coordinate them and we were off
and running. He was a real team player; he made this
relationship with Trader Joe’s work, and it has been a
huge success for ODB. It will be Joe’s lasting legacy to
ODB.

For all this, we feel it is appropriate to recognize Joe with
our first-ever posthumous Bread Loaf Award.
Accepting the award on behalf of Joe’s family is his sister,
Agnes Reed of San Jose.

Submitted by Chuck Thompson
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Place a Story in our Newsletter

Please send in your articles and stories about recent
trips to Switzerland. We would like to post photos onto
our Facebook site. We would also like to hear about
your family here in the States.

Contact us at: aelplergruppe@gmail.com

Newsletter Edition Deadline for article submission:

Submit by: December 1%
Submit by: March 1*
Submit by: June 1st
Submit by: September 1st

January — March
April — June

July — September
October — December

Contact information for Western US Swiss Clubs:
Visit the Swiss Consulate Generals website:

https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/countries/countries-

content/united-states-of-america/en/112.0 CHclubsSF.pdf
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The sketch below was done by Arnaud Ghelfi, a
Graphic Designer who is married to Ariana Ghelfi, one
of the Swiss Benevolent Society Board Members. The
sketch depicts Arthur Brogli on stage playing his
accordion.

“Come, Join Our Voices!”
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers
A Regional Choir for Boys ~ S.F. Bay Area

Rehearsals Held in Various Convenient Locations: San
Francisco* Alameda * Hayward * Oakland

Boys, age 7 to 12 may audition. No prior experience
needed.

www.GGBC.org Phone: 510 887-4311
Steven J. Meyer, Artistic Director

I= COLONY

Edward L. Ott
President
ed@colonylandscape.com

4911 Spreckles Avenue, P.0. Box 940, Alviso, CA 95002-0940
T: 408.941.1090 F: 408.941.1094 www.colonylandscape.com
CLCA | Lic. No. C27 A 566808

Advertise with us here. Please send your Ad
information to: aelplergruppe@gmail.com

Have you moved? Please forward your new
address to Mariette Franke, Corresponding
Secretary by sending a note to A.G. Swiss Club,
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560, or

via e-mail to mariette2086@gmail.com

Thank you

6 US GATEWAYS to ZURICH
ﬂ SWISS 1 US GATEWAY to GENEVA
DAILY NON-STOPS from San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago,
New York, Newark, Boston & Miami; fly into one city, return from

another European city. BOOK EARLY - For Economy book by mid-
Janand for Business Class by mid-Feb for travels from 6-30to 9-4.

TRUST US consolidator rates can BEAT THE NET!!

A HIGH-SCHOOL or COLLEGE GRADUATION present
Contiki EUROPEAN or US TOUR 7
Especially tailored to the Young

from age 18-35 !
They’ll remember it forever —

[ ] [ ]
CONTIKI - to all Continents!! COI'I‘l'IkI

GRAND PRINCESS of Princess Brmses
is now headquartered in San Francisco.
Cruise from SF & LA to

ALASKA, MEXICO, HAWAII, PANAMA CANAL & AUSTRALIA

ETHIOPIA —
Tour the Historic Route of Ethiopia § ‘
& Simien Mountains National Park |

September 18 - 28, 2018
Optional OMO Extension Tour:
Sept. 28 - Oct 4, 2018 ]
Activities: ancient history, age- old culture breathtaking
highland scenery, national parks, mountain lodging, waterfalls,
castles, rock churches, archeology and so much more.

Call Toll Free
877.388.9695

or 415.553.7711

JASON TRAVEL, INC. www.jasontravel.cometravel@jasontravel.com

We represent all Airlines, Cruise Lines & the best ESCORTED TOUR COMPANIES.
One call for the World! 1910-2017 » 269 States St, San Francisco, CA 94114 « CST #1005510-10
~
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SwissFest 2018

Schwingfest and Swiss Festival

- it Sire
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Saturday, September 1, 2018

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club
at Newark Swiss Park, 5911 Mowry Ave., Newark

All wrestlers are invited: Boys - Juniors - Seniors
Gates open 10:00 am - Wrestler sign-ups 11:00 a.m. - Wrestling starts 11:30 a.m.

Swiss Folk Music - BBQ - Bar - Snackbar - Steinstossen

Admission $10.00 - Free admission to children ages 14 & under
Bratwurst/Schublig Lunch at 1:00 p.m. & BBQ Chicken Dinner at 6:00 p.m. available for purchase

Visit Eventbrite: https://swissfest2018.eventbrite.com
if you wish to prepay admission or to pre-register for wrestling

Dancing to Mitchell Gander/Ron Scheiber Orchestra
Special Entertainment by Arthur Brogli

Wrestling Awards at 8:00 pm

Aelpler Gruppe sincerely appreciates gifts or monetary donations for the Schwingers either in advance or at

the event; for more information please email: mariette2086@gmail.com or call 510-936-2523

www.aelplergruppe.com / www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub

Hotels:
Comfort Inn, 5977 Mowry Ave., Newark, 510-795-7995 (Ask for Swiss Park rate)
Best Western, 5400 Mowry Ave., Fremont, 510-792-4300
Doubletree, 39900 Balentine Dr., Newark, 510-490-8390

Future Aelpler Gruppe Events at Newark Swiss Park this Year
October 27 - Metzgete Dinner with Dance Music by the Showcase Band
December 1 - Members Christmas Party
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General Information

Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting
First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified

Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors Meeting
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified

Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors

President Thomas Imholz Jr.
Vice President Pete Zuger
Treasurer Carl Ramsell
Secretary Susanne Cameron

Assistant Secretary Herman Betchart
Swiss Park Manager Robert Fuchslin

Newsletter Editor: Rose Satariano
aelplergruppe@gmail.com

Have you moved?

Please forward your new address to Mariette Franke,

Corresponding Secretary, via e-mail
to mariette2086@gmail.com  Thank you.

Officers

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club
Board of Directors for 2018

President Arnold Ambiel 510-936-2523
1st Vice Pres  Marilyn Ramsell Manchester 510-366-5070
2nd Vice Pres Chris Ciardella-Fuchslin 408-262-9097
Recording Secretary Suzanne Fuchslin-Bradshaw
Corresp. Secretary Mariette Franke 408-515-2086
Treasurer Margrith Reichmuth 510-792-4572
Assistant Treasurer  Agnes Schmidig Reed 408-515-3635
Past President Kurt Clausen 650-988-1161

Director 1 - Pat Wipfli-Schaffarczyk 510-677-8461
Director 2 — Karen Dobbel 510-502-1072
Director 3 — Rose Satariano Newsletter Editor
Director 4 — Darrell Ramsell 925-337-0565
Director 5 — Dominick Reichmuth

Sennenmutter Rosemary Ramsell 510-793-0983
Sennenvater Frank Schmidig

USS Delegate Arnold Ambiel

The 96th Congress of the Swiss Abroad will take
place from 10-12" of August in Visp, at the heart of
the magnificent Pennine or Valais Alps.

The congress, titled “Switzerland without Europe —
Europe without Switzerland”, will show that the topic of
relations between Switzerland and Europe goes far
beyond the European question. It has a global
dimension, whether that be domestic or foreign policy or
even the economic impact.

During the congress, participants will have the chance
to meet fellow citizens from across the world, find out
about current affairs in Switzerland and share their
experience. Interesting speeches and remarkable
personalities from Swiss economic and political life and
entertainment drawing on living traditions and Valais
folklore will enrich the program of this 96th Congress of
the Swiss Abroad.

Further information about how to register is available on
the website www.aso.ch/en/offers/congress-of-the-
swissabroad/congress-2018
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