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Happy New Year!  It’s a time for a fresh start and new 
beginnings.  Make it a point this year to attend an Aelpler Gruppe 
event you haven’t been to in a while or reach out to another 
member and say hello. 
   
Thank you to Suzanne Bradshaw and Mariette Franke for their 
service to the club and the board over the last term.   We extend 
a warm welcome to Julia Hester Dobbel and a welcome back to 
Jeri Ramsell Kroske to the board as our Recording and 
Corresponding Secretaries.   
 
Our Steering Committee headed by Ed Ott and Membership 
Committee headed by Julia Hester have also been formed and 
are hard at work for our future.  These two committees were 
formed after our Annual Meeting last November. 
 
I would also like to thank Bob Fuchslin and the Swiss Park Board 
for continuing to work with the City of Newark and the local 
community in support of all the events at Swiss Park, both public 
and private. 
 
Please plan to attend our Jass/Fondue event in February.  It is 
always fun and the Fondue Crew makes an excellent fondue.  
  
This year three American Schwingers have been chosen to 
wrestle in August at the Eidgenössische Schwingfest in Zug! 
Their names will be announced at the Schwinger Dinner in 
March in Ripon. 
 
Thank you also to the Hotel Castell in Zuoz, Switzerland for 
donating a two night stay as a raffle prize at our Christmas 
Dinner.  Gene Ramsell was the winner; and now everyone is his 
best friend. 
 
New trivia question:  When and where is the Morgenstreich 
celebrated every year?  Call/text me at 510-936-2523 or via 
facebook.com/ajambiel with the answer.  We’ll draw the winner 
from the first four correct answers.  Mary Burla-Wilson got the 
right answer on our last question.  She wins 2 free admissions to 
our Fondue/Jass Party.  Look for the answer to last issues 
question inside this issue. 
 
Ich wünsche euch alles Gute, 
Arnold 

Aelpler Gruppe Jass Party &  
Fondue Dinner 

February 10, 2019 Sunday 
 

 
Jass starts at 12:30 p.m. 

Fondue dinner approx. 4 p.m. 
(see flyer inside the newsletter) 

 
Reservations due February 1st 

Folklore Event  
 

Saturday, April 13, 2019, 12:00 noon 

 
Presented by Aelpler Gruppe and the Swiss 

Benevolent Society of San Francisco 

 
Member’s Semi-Annual Meeting  

Sunday, May 5h, 2 p.m. 
 

 
 

Jass starts at 10:00 a.m 

 
Date Change:  Metzgete will be held  

on November 9th at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 

 

 
Presidents Message 
 
   By Arnold Ambiel 
 
Dear Members, 

http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub


Aelpler Gruppe Member’s Christmas Dinner 
 
The Club’s Christmas dinner and party was recently 
held on December 1, 2018.  We enjoyed a wonderful 
evening visiting with friends and family and sharing a 
great meal.  It was especially fun to watch the delight 
of the children as Santa took the stage after singing 
Christmas songs.  After the yummy dinner we had the 
pleasure to eat the many home baked Swiss Christmas 
cookies. Earlier in the day, members came forward to 
decorate the hall for the dinner and then later helped to 
clean-up at the end of the nice evening.   
 
Thank you to Ernst & Maria Hofmann and Steve 
Ambiel who were our wonderful chefs.  They prepared 
a delightful Christmas meal which was savored by all 
the members who packed the hall. 
 
We thank the many members for their generous 
donations towards the purchase of children’s gifts, 
supporting the club through their purchase of raffle 
tickets and for bringing the many lovely prizes.  Thank 
you to Jackie Zuger for organizing the raffle with 
helpers Annamarie Zuger-Jones and Billy Leah 
Berchtold.  The $300 prize was won by Konrad and 
Elizabeth Rickenbach; who donated it back to the Club 
to use for next year’s Christmas Party! 
 
The stay at Swiss Hotel Castell in Zuoz was won by 
Eugene Ramsell (His mother, Rosemary Ramsell lead 
the Jolly Swiss tours from Northern California to Swiss 
Clubs all over the world).  The voucher is for a two 
night stay at the hotel, which is located in the 
mountains of the Engadine.   
 
We thank Kathy Koller and daughter Elizabeth for 
preparing and serving coffee royals after dinner. 
 
Our President, Arnold Ambiel, did an outstanding job 
as MC for the evening.  He welcomed new Aelpler 
Gruppe Life Members; Milly Gaehwiler, Douglas 
Bradshaw, and Catherine Bradshaw. 
 
We also reflected on the departure of Life Members 
during 2018; Marie Muller, Joseph Schmidig, Frank 
Campos, Ellie Schwob, Walter Fries, Jan Sutter, and 
Joe Allgauer. 
 
        

 
 Steven Ambiel bringing more hot food to enjoy 
 

              
 

       
 

              
 
 Fall Trivia Question Answer:   
What is an Älplerchilbi and when is it held?  
In many of the alpine farming regions in Unterwalden 
(Cantons Obwalden and Nidwalden), the end of the 
alpine summer is marked by harvest festivals. These 
events, which have religious roots, represent an 
important opportunity for the local community and the 
farming families from the surrounding area to get 
together. 
 

    ************** 
March 8-14th Berlin and Beyond Film Festival in San 
Francisco  
http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/prj/bby/enindex.htm?wt
_sc=berlinbeyond 
 
 

Annual Dues for Social Members               
Thank you to all of our Social Members who have 
already paid their annual dues of $40.00.  
 

If you have not paid in your dues yet, please send 
your check for $40.00 soon - paid after March 31st 
dues are $50.00.  Please make your check payable 
to: Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club, Attn: Membership 
and mail to 5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560. 
Your support of the Swiss Club is very important  
to us.     Thank you. 
                                                                       
 

http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/prj/bby/enindex.htm?wt_sc=berlinbeyond
http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/prj/bby/enindex.htm?wt_sc=berlinbeyond


 
Metzgete 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club hosted Metzgete on 
October 27, 2018.  Many guests came to enjoy a  
wonderful dinner of Rippli, Leberwurst, Bratwurst,  
and Blutwurst along with many yummy side dishes. 
 
Swiss Club members and guest enjoyed an evening 
of music and visiting with friends and relatives. 
 

 
 
 Heidi Ambiel celebrates her Birthday 
 

 
New Social Member, John Hester with wife, Julia and  
father-in-law, Robert Dobbel. 

 
 

 
 

Membership Committee – headed by Julia Hester 
 
Committee has four members who are tasked to review 
current membership and to make recommendations to 
increase Aelpler Gruppe Club membership. 
 

 
 
Welcome to New Social 
Members: 
 
John Hester (husband of 
Julia Dobbel Hester) 
 
Tony Berchtold (President of the San Joaquin Valley 
Swiss Club) 
 
Christine Hofmann (daughter of Ernst & Marie 
Hofmann)         

 
 A Thank You to Mariette Franke for her 
many years of Service to the Aelpler Gruppe 
Swiss Club 
 
Mariette has served on the Aelpler Gruppe Board for 
the last 24 years.  She joined the board as Treasurer 
when Frank Imhof was President. She served as 
Treasurer from 1994 to 2011.  From 1999 to 2006, 
Mariette served as Co-Editor of our newsletter, and 
then she became Corresponding Secretary from 2012 
to 2018.  She has been working for Swiss Park Inc. for 
many years as their bookkeeper. 
 
Mariette has never been one to seek the limelight, so 
in 2015 the Club surprised Mariette and her brother 
Walter Haslemann, for many years of service to the 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club at our Member’s 
Christmas Party.  We presented them with a wooden 
plaque from Heinz Schild AG. They worked tirelessly 
at our Schwingfests and festivals.  Mariette also 
introduced the children’s games, that have become so 
popular, at the United Swiss Societies August First 
Celebration. And she has written countless Thank You 
notes to volunteers and members who have donated 
to the club.  

       
 

Get Well  
 

Rosemary  Ramsell 
 
 

       
 
Steering Committee – headed by Ed Ott 
 
Committee has eight members who are tasked to review 
current situations of the Aelpler Gruppe club and of the 
Swiss Park, Inc. and the make recommendations on the 
future direction of each. 



                                                 

 

 

Aelpler Gruppe 2019 Calendar of Events 
 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 
 
Feb 10    Jass Party 12:30 & Fondue Dinner 4 p.m.  
April 13    Folklore Event    12:00 noon 
May 5     Semi-Annual members meeting & Jass Party 
                     (Jass 10:00 a.m., Meeting 2:00 p.m.) 
June 9    United Swiss Societies Kid’s Camp   9 a.m. 
Aug 3    United Swiss Societies – Swiss National Day 11:00 
Sep 7      Fall Schwingfest in Newark 11:00 a.m. 
Nov 3     Annual Member’s Meeting & Jass Party  
                     (Jass 10:00 a.m., Meeting 2:00 p.m.) 
Nov 9     Metzgete Dinner   6:00 p.m.           
Dec 7     Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 pm 
 

          
            
United Swiss Societies 
Diane Wagner, President 510-582-0698 
www.unitedswissnorcal.org 

Peninsula Swiss Club  
Contact: Sandra Scanferla-Eidam 408-348-6911 
sandra.scanferla@gmail.com 
www.peninsulaswissclub.com 
 
Swiss Consulate General 
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111  
Phone: 415-788-2272 
www.eda.admin.ch/sanfrancisco 

Swiss Rifle Club Events 
Contact  John Burky at 510-996-8789 
More information at:  www.carmelgunclub.com 
And www.feldschiessen.us 
March 23    Swiss Rifle 
April 27       Swiss Rifle 
June 16      Swiss Rifle and Monterey County Swiss  
                     Rifle Club Father's Day BBQ 
July 27        Swiss Rifle Schuetzenfest weekend 
July 28        Swiss Pistol 
 
                                                                                                           
Sierra Swiss Club Calendar 
Contact: Urs Gwerder 530-587-8316 
http://sierraswissclub.homestead.com 
 
Pro Ticino  
http://www.proticino.ch/ 

 
Sängerfest 
30th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing and Yodeling Festival 
 Los Angeles 2020 

                                  

 

Swiss Park 2019 Events 
5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark   510-793-6272 

 

Dances 3rd Sunday of each Month – 4:00 p.m. 
There are many other on-going events at Swiss Park.  
Please check the website for the current event listings at:  
www.swissparknewark.com 
 
Jan. 26   Crab Feed  6:00 p.m.  
March 17   St. Patrick’s Dinner & Dance (Sunday) 4 pm 
 
 
SJVSC, Ripon   2019 Calendar of Events 
www.sjvscriponswiss.com    
Tony Berchtold, President   
 
Feb 9          Fasnacht,/ Casino Night  6-11 p.m. 
Feb 17        Spring Jass Party 
March 9      Schwinger Dinner & Dance 
April 27       Swiss Echoes Spring Concert 
June 1        Spring Schwingfest 
July 27       Swiss Kids Camp & Members BBQ 
Aug 31       Fall Schwingfest 
Oct 5          Oktoberfest 
Oct 19        Fall Swiss Echoes Dinner & Concert 
Nov 10       Fall Jass Party 
Dec 1         Swiss Echoes Christmas Dinner 
Dec 8         Children’s Christmas Party 
 

  
Eidgenössische Schwingfest will be held August 23-25, 
2019 in Zug, Switzerland.  Three wrestlers from California 
have been invited to particpate! 

                                               
 
West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association  
New Board: President – Arnold Ambiel, acting   
Vice President – Urs Gwerder 
Treasurer – Don Widmer, acting 
Secretary – Chris Schallberger, acting     
 
All West Coast Schwingfests are now online at  
http://schlussgang.ch/ 
 
2019 Schwingfest Dates: 
April 6     Imperial Valley – Holtville 
June 1    San Joaquin Valley Swiss Club – Ripon 
June 8    Swiss Sportsman Club – Tacoma 
June 15  WCSWA Championship San Diego Swiss Club  
July 5       Lewis Pacific Swiss Society – Frances, WA 
July 13      Portland Swiss club – Portland 
July 20     Sierra Swiss Club – Truckee 
Aug 9-11  Swiss Sportsman Club – Tacoma 
Aug 31     San Joaquin Valley Swiss Club – Ripon 
Sept 7      Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club - Newark                     

 

http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub
http://www.unitedswissnorcal.org/
mailto:sandra.scanferla@gmail.com
http://www.peninsulaswissclub.com/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/sanfrancisco
http://www.carmelgunclub.com/
http://www.feldschiessen.us/
http://sierraswissclub.homestead.com/
http://www.proticino.ch/
http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.sjvscriponswiss.com/
http://schlussgang.ch/


Obituary: 
 
Joe Allgauer 
 

           
 
Joe Allgauer passed away peacefully on November 10, 
2018 with his loving wife, Jean, by his side.  He was very 
proud of his Swiss heritage and flew the Swiss flag for all 
to see, at their home on the hill in San Jose. 
 
Joe enjoyed many Aelpler Gruppe events that he 
attended with Jean over the years.  He especially 
enjoyed all of the parties and dancing, as well as 
Schwingfests. 
 
Joe was a talented carpenter and worked on many park 
and hall improvement projects over the years.  He 
volunteered many hours making improvements.  A large 
project Joe was involved with was the building of the 
outdoor stage and partition between the picnic area and 
the Schwingplatz/wrestling arena. 
 
Joe is survived by his loving wife Jean and his two sons 
living in Switzerland. 
 

 
 
Whom to contact when a Swiss Club member is 
deceased: 
Please e-mail our Corresponding Secretary 
at aelplergruppe@gmail.com or call 510-936-2523 
 Thank you 

 
 

Swiss Folklore Luncheon  
Save the Date: 

Saturday, April 13, 2019, Noon 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club, Inc. and the 
Swiss Benevolent Society of San Francisco 

Swiss Folklore Luncheon & Dance at 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 

Newark Swiss Park 
 5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark, CA  

 
A flyer with more information along with reservation 

details will follow soon 
 

Memorial Fund Donations 
 
Grateful donations to the Memorial Fund have been 
received for the following members who have passed:  
 
Received in Memory of Joe Allgauer from:  
Heidi Ambiel 
Agnes Reed 
 
Received in Memory of Stan Franke from: 
Heidi Ambiel 
 
Received in Memory of Walter Fries from: 
Heidi Ambiel 
 
Received in Memory of Jan Sutter from:    
Agnes Reed 
Dan & Lynn Vogt 
 
Received in Memory of Erna Trinkler from: 
Milly Gaehwiler 
 
Received in Memory of Marie Muller-Bleisch from: 
Milly Gaehwiler 
 
  
      
Death of Swiss in the greater Swiss Community  
 
Alice Widmer of Lathrop – November – member of 
SJVSC 
 
Pete Zumstein of Ceres – January 2019 – member of 
SJVSC 

 
 
 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Social Membership 
 
Join the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club! 
 
Your Annual $40 social membership entitles you to:  
 

• Special member invitations to yearly events 
(Schwingfest, Fondue Night, Metzgete, etc). 

• Christmas Party – Free to Social Members 
• Subscription to newsletter 

 
To join; please send your name, email address, postal 
address, phone number and enclose a $40 check (paid 
after March 31st dues are $50.00) made payable to 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club and mail to: 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club   Attn: Membership  
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560 
 
Questions; please contact us at: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
Phone:  510-936-2523 
 

mailto:aelpler
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
tel:%28510%29%20936-2523


 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     

 

Hotel Castell is an alpine 4-star+ Art Hotel with 
beautiful views of the Engadine Valley. The historic and 
innovative grand hotel sits enthroned on a slope 
surrounded by nature like a castle out of a fairytale. Built 
in 1913, it was completely restored in 2004 with 68 
modern rooms and refined local style dining located in 
an ideal area for winter or summer sports. Zuoz is 
located near St.Moritz and is regarded as one of the 
most beautiful villages in the Upper Engadine. 
 

            
 
HOTEL CASTELL 
Via Castell 300,  7524 Zuoz, Switzerland 
Tel. +41 81 851 52 53 
info@hotelcastell.ch       www.hotelcastell.ch 

 
Place a Story in our Newsletter 
Please send in your articles and stories about recent 
trips to Switzerland.  We would like to post photos onto 
our Facebook site.  We would also like to hear about 
your family here in the States.   
Contact us at:  aelplergruppe@gmail.com 

 
Contact information for Western US Swiss Clubs: 
  Visit the Swiss Consulate Generals website: 
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/countries/countries-
content/united-states-of-america/en/112.0_CHclubsSF.pdf 
 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting is held 
the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified.   
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

“Come, Join Our Voices!” 
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers 

A Regional Choir for Boys ~ S.F. Bay Area 
 
Rehearsals Held in Various Convenient Locations: San 
Francisco* Alameda * Hayward * Oakland 
 

Boys, age 7 to 12 may audition. No prior experience 
needed.  

 
www.GGBC.org  Phone: 510 887-4311 

Steven J. Meyer, Artistic Director  

 

Advertise with us here.  Please send your Ad 
information to:   aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
       ***************************** 
Have you moved?   Please forward your new 
address Attention to the Corresponding 
Secretary by sending a note to A.G. Swiss Club,  
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560, or  
via e-mail to aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
Thank you 

mailto:info@hotelcastell.ch
http://www.hotelcastell.ch/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/countries/countries-content/united-states-of-america/en/112.0_CHclubsSF.pdf
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Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 
 

at Newark Swiss Park 
5911 Mowry Ave, Newark, CA 94560 

 

Bring your Friends and Fondue Pot to the 

Swiss Fondue Dinner and Jass Party 
with The Aelpler Gruppe Fondue Crew 

Sunday, February 10, 2019 

Jass Party starts at 12:30 PM 

There will also be a game & activity table set up for children so 
please encourage family members with young children to attend. 

Jass Player Donation $10.00 - Prizes to be awarded 

*********** 

Fondue Dinner served at approximately 4:00 pm 
Cost: $24.00 per person 

Children 14 and under - $5.00; Hot Dogs available for children 
Bring your Fondue pot and forks; lighter fluid will be provided 

****** 

There will be a raffle - please bring your raffle donations to the event. 
Please make your reservations by February 1, 2019 by: 

mail, using the form below; by email to: aelplergruppe@gmail.com  

or by calling the Club at:    510-936-2523.  

----------------------------------------------- Cut here ---------------------------------------------------- 
I/we will bring a fondue pot(s): Yes    No______ 
Reservation(s) for Jass @ $10.00 ea Reservation(s) for Fondue Dinner @ $24.00 ea    

 

Reservation(s) for Child’s hot dog @ $5.00 ea Check enclosed for $    
 

Name(s): Phone:    
 

Make check payable to: Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 
Attention:  Fondue Dinner 

Mail to:  5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560 

mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com


 
 z 

Officers 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club  
Board of Directors for 2019 

 
  President                    Arnold Ambiel              510-936-2523  
  1st Vice Pres        Marilyn Ramsell Manchester 510-366-5070 
  2nd Vice Pres            Chris Ciardella-Fuchslin 408-262-9097 
  Recording Secretary   Julia Dobbel-Hester     510-710-7641 
  Corresp. Secretary   Jerilyn Kroske              408-842-4621 
  Treasurer                     Margrith Reichmuth  510-792-4572 
  Assistant Treasurer     Agnes Schmidig Reed 408-515-3635 
  Past President             Kurt Clausen             650-988-1161 
  Director 1   –                Pat Wipfli-Schaffarczyk 510-677-8461 
  Director 2   –      Karen Dobbel            510-502-1072 
  Director 3   –                Rose Satariano       Newsletter Editor 
  Director 4   –     Darrell Ramsell        925-337-0565 
  Director 5   –     Dominick Reichmuth  
  Sennenmutter   Rosemary Ramsell   510-793-0983 
  Sennenvater              Frank Schmidig      
  USS Delegate              Arnold Ambiel  
 
    
  

 

 
            General Information 
 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting 
First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors Meeting 
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at 
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors 
President              Thomas Imholz Jr. 
Vice President       Pete Zuger 
Treasurer              Carl Ramsell 
Secretary               Susanne Cameron 
Assistant Secretary  Herman Betchart 
 
Swiss Park Manager Robert Fuchslin 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Satariano 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
Have you moved? 
Please forward your new address to Jerilyn Kroske, 
Corresponding Secretary, via e-mail to: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com     Thank you. 
 
 

The 96th Congress of the Swiss Abroad will take 
place from 10-12th of August in Visp, at the heart of 
the magnificent Pennine or Valais Alps. 
 
The congress, titled “Switzerland without Europe – 
Europe without Switzerland”, will show that the topic of 
relations between Switzerland and Europe goes far 
beyond the European question. It has a global 
dimension, whether that be domestic or foreign policy or 
even the economic impact. 
 
During the congress, participants will have the chance 
to meet fellow citizens from across the world, find out 
about current affairs in Switzerland and share their 
experience. Interesting speeches and remarkable 
personalities from Swiss economic and political life and 
entertainment drawing on living traditions and Valais 
folklore will enrich the program of this 96th Congress of 
the Swiss Abroad. 
 
Further information about how to register is available on 
the website www.aso.ch/en/offers/congress-of-the-
swissabroad/congress-2018 
 

mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
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