
   AELPLER GRUPPE SWISS CLUB 
Founded 1925 

NEWSLETTER 
  www.swissparknewark.com 
Swiss owned and operated since 1935 

         
 

 
 
 
 

 

   Volume XXVI  Issue 1,  January - March  2018 

 

      
Dear Members, 
 
Our annual Christmas party was a big success with over 200 
people registered to attend.  Thanks to everyone who came, the 
volunteers who made the night so special and the team of Ernst 
and Marilee Hofmann and Steve Ambiel for preparing such a 
great dinner. 
 
In November you re-elected Marilyn Manchester, Margrith 
Reichmuth and Karen Dobbel to serve on the Aelpler Gruppe 
Board for another term.  I’d like to thank them for all the hard 
work they put in each year making the club successful.  We also 
held our first ever Jass party before the annual meeting and we 
plan to keep doing it before our annual and semi annual 
meetings based on popular demand. 
 
The park is now shut down for the season with winter 
maintenance being performed on both the grounds and the hall. 
Grass is being replanted, things painted and the floors polished.  
It all looks fantastic.  Before Thanksgiving, the League of 
Volunteers (LOV) in Newark cooked over 270 turkeys on the 
park’s barbeques to feed the area’s needy. 
 
We also offered to host the Swiss Singers of San Francisco Flag 
in perpetuity in Newark as the Singers voted to disband after 125 
years.  
 
I would like to thank everyone for their support this past year.  It 
has been an honor to serve you.  Here’s to a successful 2018 for 
everyone and year in which we build stronger ties with one 
another and with all of our Swiss friends. 
 
This issue’s trivia question is two-part: In what year did Swiss 
women win the right to vote in federal elections?  Which canton 
was the last to approve women voting in local elections? Call/text 
me at 510-936-2523 or via facebook.com/ajambiel with the 
answer.   We’ll draw the winner from the first four correct 
answers.  Last issue’s winner was our newest member Mary 
Burla-Wilson.  She correctly guessed Lausanne.   Mary and her 
husband, Furgus win free admission to our Jass/Folklore party in 
February. 
 
Ich wünsche euch alles Gute,  
Arnold 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Jass Party &  

Fondue Dinner 
February 11, 2018 Sunday 

 

 
Jass starts at 1 p.m. 

Fondue dinner approx. 4 p.m. 
(see flyer inside the newsletter) 

 
Reservations due February 1st 

Folklore Event  
April 14, 2018 

 

 
Member’s Semi-Annual Meeting  

Sunday, May 6th, 2 p.m. 

 
Swiss Park’s 2018 Crab Feed Dinner 

 
Saturday, January 27, 2018 

 
No Host Cocktails 5:00 pm 

Dinner served from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
For additional information call 510-793-6272 

www.swissparknewark.com 
 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 

 

 
Presidents Message 
 
   By Arnold Ambiel 
 
 

http://www.swissparknewark.com/
tel:(510)%20936-2523
http://facebook.com/ajambiel
http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub


Metzgete 
 
Aelpler Gruppe hosted Metzgete on a wonderful 
evening in October.  Many guests enjoyed a delicious 
dinner of Leberwurst, Rippli, and Bratwurst along with 
red potatoes, applesauce and fabulous dessert.  After 
dinner we were treated to a performance by Damaris 
and Reyna Schmidig of the Familienkapelle Franz & 
Jolanda Schmidig.  Damaris and Reyna sang beautiful 
songs to the enjoyment of all, reminding many of their 
days in Switzerland.  
 
We thank the many Aelpler Gruppe members who 
came to help set-up the hall earlier in the day for the 
dinner that same evening. We also had many club 
members help serve dinner, prepare food, and assist 
to help make an enjoyable evening for all.  We 
especially wish to acknowledge and thank our Chefs 
Ernst and Maria Hofmann for the wonderful dinner they 
prepared.     
   

 
  Joe and Jean Allgauer 

 
  New members Furgus & Mary    

  
  Damaris and Reyna Schmidig 
 

 
Chefs – Ernst & Maria Hofmann 

 
 

 
 

    
   Kurt & Linda Clausen celebrating their 25th  
 wedding anniversary 

 
Annual Member’s meeting – November 2017 
 
Report of Committees: 
Membership Committee – Aelpler Gruppe has 103 
Social Members, 191 Life Members, and 2 Honorary 
Members. 
     
The Annual Social Membership dues have increased 
from $30.00 to $40.00 and the Proprietary Membership 
fee increased to $400.00. 
   
United Swiss Society Delegate –Board Meeting was 
held Nov13th  in San Francisco.  USS will not have an 
exhibit this year at the Mountain View German 
Celebration December 9th.  
 
West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association – The 2018 
61st WCSWA Championship Schwingfest will be at 
Sierra Swiss Club. 16-20 members of the Schwinger 
Verband are flying 8/30/2018 to attend our Fall 
Schwingfest on 9/1/2018. 
 
Newsletter - Board approved to reduce newsletter 
editions in 2018 from 6 to 4 per year to save Club 
funds.  Please continue to send in articles and news 
from our Club members to be added to the newsletter. 
 
Officer Election report by Judges of Election.   
Linda Clausen, Chris Ciardella and Bill Bauhofer 
counted the ballots. Bill Bauhofer reported that we 
received 116 ballots electing the following Board 
positions: 
-   1st Vice President:   Marilyn Manchester 
-   Treasurer:               Margrith Reichmuth 
-   2nd Director:            Karen Dobbel 
 
The Club thanks Marilyn Manchester and Heidi Ambiel 
for a fantastic lunch served during our Annual 
Member’s meeting.  Raffle winners were Charlene Ott 
and Furgus Wilson. Thank you to the Swiss Park for 
the 2 bottles of wine they donated for the Raffle. 

 



 
Louis Ettlin celebrates his 94th Birthday 
 
Louis Ettlin recently celebrated his 94th Birthday at 
Swiss Park’s Sunday dance.  He enjoyed many 
congratulations and danced the afternoon away. 
  

      

      
 

 
 
Swiss-based theater troupe Mummenschanz will be at 
the Gallo Center for the Arts in Modesto on 
Wednesday, January 31, 2018.   
To purchase tickets, please go to the Gallo Center 
website: 
http://tickets.galloarts.org/single/EventDetail.aspx?p=62
26 
The Gallo Center is located at 1000 I Street, Modesto. 
Phone 209-338-5064 
 

 
 

 
 

    
 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Christmas Dinner 
 

The Club’s Christmas dinner and party was recently 
held on a beautiful December evening.  We had many 
wonderful helpers such as Linda Schaefer and the 
Kappen Family who were Santa’s helpers.  Many 
members came forward to decorate the hall for the 
dinner and then helped to clean-up at the end of a 
wonderful evening of visiting with friends and family, 
sharing a great meal, enjoying the delight of the 
children as Santa took the stage, and ending with many 
home baked Swiss Christmas cookies.  We thank the 
many members for their generous donations towards to 
purchase of children’s gifts, supporting the club through 
their purchase of raffle tickets and bringing the many 
lovely prizes.  Thank you to Jackie Zuger for organizing 
the raffle.  Thank you to Ernst & Maria Hofmann and 
Steve Ambiel who were our wonderful chefs.   Our 
President, Arnold Ambiel, did an outstanding job as MC 
for the evening. 
 

                 
 

    
                  

                     

        

http://tickets.galloarts.org/single/EventDetail.aspx?p=6226
http://tickets.galloarts.org/single/EventDetail.aspx?p=6226


Aelpler Gruppe 2018 Calendar of Events 
 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 
 
Feb 11 (Sun) Jass Party & Fondue Dinner 
April 14         Folklore Event 
May 6 (Sun) Semi-Annual Member’s meeting &  
                    Jass Party  
June10 (Sun) USS Kids Camp 9:00 am 
Aug 4    United Swiss Societies - Swiss National Day 
Sept 1   Fall Schwingfest in Newark 11:00 am 
Oct 27   Metzgete Dinner 6:00 pm 
Nov 4   Annual Member’s Meeting & Jass Party –         
 Sunday 2:00 pm 
Dec 1   Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 pm 
 

      
            
Sierra Swiss Club Calendar 
Contact: Urs Gwerder 530-587-8316 
 
 
United Swiss Societies 
Diane Wagner, President 510-582-0698 

Peninsula Swiss Club  
Contact: Sandra Scanferla-Eidam 408-348-6911 
sandra.scanferla@gmail.com 
 
Swiss Consulate General 
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111  
Phone: 415-788-2272 

Swiss Rifle Club Events 
Contact John Burky at 510-996-8789 
More information at:  www.carmelgunclub.com 
And www.feldschiessen.us 
 
Pro Ticino  
June 2-3, 2018 Conference San Francisco 
  http://www.proticino.ch/ 
 
Future Sängerfests 
North American Swiss Singing Alliance (NASSA) 
Saengerfest 2018:   June 28-July 1, 2018 
   http://www.saengerfest2018.com/ 
 
30th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing and Yodeling Festival 
Los Angeles 2020 
 
West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association 
www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com 
 
2018 Wrestling schedule will be posted in the next 
Newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swiss Park 2018 Events 
5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark   510-793-6272 

 

Dances most 2nd and 4th Sunday’s of each Month. 
There are many other on-going events at Swiss Park.  
Please check the website for the current event listings 
at:  www.swissparknewark.com 
 
January 27    Crab Feed 6:00 pm 
March 11 (Sun) St Patricks Dinner & Dance 4:00 pm 
Sunday Dances Second & Fourth Sundays at 4:00 pm 
Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Party 
 
SJVSC, Ripon   2018 Calendar of Events 
www.sjvscriponswiss.com   Tony Berchtold, President   
 
Feb 3        Fasnacht 
Feb 18      Spring Jass Party 
March 3    Schwinger Dinner & Dance 
April 21     Swiss Echoes Spring Concert 
June 2     Spring Schwingfest 
July 28     Members BBQ & 1st of Aug Kids day 
Sept 8     Fall Schwingfest 
Oct 6     Oktoberfest 
Oct 20     Fall Swiss Echoes Concert 
Nov 11     Fall Jass Party 
Dec 2     Swiss Echoes Christmas Dinner 
Dec 9     Children’s Christmas Party 
 
 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Social Membership 
 
Join the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club! 
 
Your Annual $40 social membership entitles you to:  
 

• Special member invitations to yearly 
events (Schwingfest, Fondue Night, 
Metzgete, etc). 

• Christmas Party – Free to Social Members 
• Subscription to newsletter 

 
To join; please send your name, email address, 
postal address, phone number and enclose a $40 
check (payable to Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club) and 
mail to: 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club   c/o Membership 
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560 
 
Questions; please contact us at: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
Phone:  510-936-2523 

Folklore: 
Who would you like to see nominated in the coming 
years for Aelpler Gruppe’s Annual Folklore event held 
each April?  Please send your nomination to: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub
http://www.carmelgunclub.com/
http://www.feldschiessen.us/
http://www.proticino.ch/
http://www.saengerfest2018.com/
http://www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com/
http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.sjvscriponswiss.com/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
tel:%28510%29%20936-2523


                                                 

 

 

Obituary 

                   
Kathi Mosle                 
Oct. 5, 1928 - Oct. 15, 2017 
 
Kathi Mosle died peacefully with her family by her side on 
October 15, 2017. She was born in Roggwil, Thurgau, 
Switzerland. Kathi met Walter Mosle, a master butcher 
from Gais, Appenzell, Switzerland in 1948 and they were 
married in 1951. That same year they set sail to America 
and settled in Oakland, California. In 1954 they bought 
Saag's Pork Store and moved to Montclair. Kathi made 
Montclair her home for 54 years until 2008 when she 
moved to Crow Canyon Country Club in Danville. Kathi 
accomplished so much and touched many lives. She was a 
remarkable woman. She leaves behind her daughter 
Barbara and John Kahawaii, son Jim and Ann Mosle, 
grandsons Zachary Mosle and Ahnalise Draper, Samuel 
Mosle and Hannah Walker, and Christian Mosle. There will 
be a celebration of her life on Saturday, November 4, 2017 
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Crow Canyon Country 
Club. Please consider the Girl Scouts, Hospice and the 
American Heart Association in lieu of flowers. 
 
In Memory: 
Werner Blaser Sr. passed away Nov 4th 2017 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Life Member Karl Fries passed 
away on December 12, 2017. 
Our deepest condolences to his family. 
 

  

Memorial Fund Donations 
We are grateful for the donations that have been received 
for the Swiss Club’s Memorial Fund in memory of our 
deceased members and friends. 
 
In Memory of Alois Kaslin: 
Heidi Ambiel 
Ethel Lutschan 
Karen & Robert Dobbel 
Iris Konik 
 
In Memory of Fritz Mast: 
Heidi Ambiel 
     

        
  
Whom to contact when a Swiss Club member is 
deceased:  Please contact Mariette Franke, 
Corresponding Secretary at 408-515-2086  or e-mail her at 
mariette2086@gmail.com                  

 

Get Wells: 
 
Otto Egli, Lenard Marchy, Jackie Cameron, Jon 
Ramsell 
 
We are grateful for the better health of  
Walter Haslemann and Walter Ulrich who had been ill. 
 

 
 
Swiss Park’s 2018 Crab Feed Dinner 
 Newark Swiss Park Inc.  5911 Mowry Ave., Newark 
 
Saturday, January 27, 2018 
 
No Host Cocktails 5:00 pm 
Dinner served from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Price $60.00 person 
All you can eat Crab & Prawns, Pasta, Salad & Garlic 
Bread 
For additional information call 510-793-6272 (Swiss Park) 
www.swissparknewark.com 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Name(s):_____________________________ 
Number attending ____________ Amount included: 
$_________ 
Phone #: ___________________ or E-mail 
__________________Seating preference___________ 
Please make check payable to Swiss Park 
Mail to: Swiss Park, 5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560 
to arrive by January 23rd.   Tickets will be held at the 
door.  

 
Join Heidi Ambiel on the AMA Prima Cruise 

May 05 – May 12, 2018  
Captivating Rhine from Amsterdam to Basel 
Amsterdam to Cologne, Rhine Gorge, Rudesheim, 
Mannheim, Strasbourg, Breisach & Basel 
 
Cruise rates start at *$2,299.00 per person, double 
occupancy. Tax: $168.00 per person 
 
Rate includes Sip & Sail daily cocktail hour with wine, 
beer & spirits, complimentary shore excursions & 
$150.00 per person shipboard credit. 
 
10 people have signed up so far --  room for more 
 
All rates quoted are cruise only, air is additional. 
 
All rates quoted are subject to change & availability.  
 
A donation will be made to Swiss Park for each person 
traveling. 
 
For details and reservations contact: 
FUGAZI Travel Agency, Inc.    Attn: Joanne Blake 
345 California St, Suite 160 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
(415) 397-7111       Email: jblake@fugazitravel.com 

 

mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
http://www.swissparknewark.com/
mailto:jblake@fugazitravel.com


 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

              

Internet Radio Stations to listen to Swiss Music: 
 

Radio Zürisee player.radio.ch 
Radio Evva   player.eviva.ch (ländler music) 

Radio Rottu  player.rro.ch 

   
 
 

           
 

 

 
 
 

 

“Come, Join Our Voices!” 
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers 

A Regional Choir for Boys ~ S.F. Bay Area 
 
Rehearsals Held in Various Convenient Locations: San 
Francisco* Alameda * Hayward * Oakland 
 

Boys, age 7 to 12 may audition. No prior experience 
needed.  

 
www.GGBC.org  Phone: 510 887-4311 

Steven J. Meyer, Artistic Director  

 

Advertise with us here.  Please send your Ad 
information to:   aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
Have you moved? Please forward your new 
address to Mariette Franke, Corresponding 
Secretary by sending a note to A.G. Swiss Club,  
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560, or  
via e-mail to mariette2086@gmail.com 
Thank you 

 
 
Mention this ad and 
receive 20% off of 
your first visit. 
 
Julia Dobbel 
www.juliadobbel.com 
 

Article reprinted from Swiss Review – November 2017 
The most popular countries to emigrate to are in Europe – 
France and Germany – with the USA in third position. Apart 
from these traditional emigration destinations, places such 
as Thailand are becoming increasingly popular. Advice on 
emigration and stays abroad can be found on the FDFA 
website: Living abroad. 
 
At the end of August 2017, the Federal Statistical Office 
(FSO) published the figures on Swiss emigration in 2016. 
These are part of the statistics on population movement, 
which cover immigration to and emigration from 
Switzerland.  Just under 2000 Swiss emigrated to the USA 
in 2016 ….. per the FSO, 1996 persons emigrated from 
Switzerland to the USA. 

http://player.radio.ch/
http://player.eviva.ch/
http://player.rro.ch/
http://www.ggbc.org/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
http://www.juliadobbel.com/


Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 
at Newark Swiss Park 

5911 Mowry Ave, Newark, CA 94560 

Bring your Friends to the 

Swiss Fondue Dinner and Jass Party 
with The Aelpler Gruppe Fondue Crew

Sunday, February 11, 2018

Jass Party starts at 1:00 PM

There will also be a game & activity table set up for children so 
please encourage family members with young children to attend. 

Jass Player Donation $10.00 - Prizes to be awarded

*********** 

Fondue Dinner served at approximately 4:00 pm 
Cost: $22.00 per person 

Children 14 and under - $5.00; Hot Dogs available for children  

Bring your Fondue pot and forks if you have them; lighter fluid will be provided 

****** 

There will be a raffle - please bring your raffle donations to the event. 
Please make your reservations by February 1, 2018 by: 

mail, using the form below; by email to: mariette2086@gmail.com or by calling the Club at: 
510-936-2523.  Another option is to pay online with a credit card using the Eventbrite link:

For the Fondue dinner:  https://2018aelplergruppeswissfondue.eventbrite.com

For the Jass party:           https://2018jasspartyfonduenight.eventbrite.com

------------------- ----------------- -------------Cut here------------ ----------------- ---------------- 

I/we will bring a fondue pot(s): Yes ____      No_____
Reservation(s) for Jass @ $10.00 ea________  Reservation(s) for Fondue Dinner @ $22.00 ea ______

Reservation(s) for Child’s hot dog @ $5.00 ea ________  Check enclosed for $ _______________ 

Name(s): ____________________________________________________  Phone: _________________ 

Make check payable to: Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 

Mail to:   Att: Mariette Franke - 5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560

mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
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Officers 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club  
Board of Directors for 2018 

 
  President                    Arnold Ambiel             510-936-2523  
  1st Vice Pres     Marilyn Ramsell Manchester 510-366-5070 
  2nd Vice Pres           Chris Ciardella-Fuchslin 408-262-9097 
  Recording Secretary   Suzanne Fuchslin-Bradshaw 
  Corresp. Secretary   Mariette Franke         408-515-2086 
  Treasurer                     Margrith Reichmuth  510-792-4572 
  Assistant Treasurer     Agnes Schmidig Reed 408-515-3635 
  Past President             Kurt Clausen             650-988-1161 
  Director 1   –             Pat Wipfli-Schaffarczyk 510-677-8461 
  Director 2   –      Karen Dobbel          510-502-1072 
  Director 3   –                Rose Satariano       Newsletter Editor 
  Director 4   –     Darrell Ramsell        925-337-0565 
  Director 5   –     Dominick Reichmuth  
  Sennenmutter   Rosemary Ramsell   510-793-0983 
  Sennenvater              Frank Schmidig      
  USS Delegate              Arnold Ambiel  
 
    
  

 

 
            General Information 
 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting 
First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors Meeting 
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at 
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors 
President              Thomas Imholz Jr. 
Vice President       Pete Zuger 
Treasurer              Carl Ramsell 
Secretary               Susanne Cameron 
Assistant Secretary  Herman Betchart 
 
Swiss Park Manager Robert Fuchslin 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Satariano 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
Have you moved? 
Please forward your new address to Mariette Franke, 
Corresponding Secretary, via e-mail 
to mariette2086@gmail.com      Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
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