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Dear Members, 
 
Summer is over and with it, all of outdoor Swiss Festivals for this 
season.  It’s quite a journey from the first Schwingfest in April to 
the last one every year….with Swiss Kids Day, Sängerfests and 
Swiss National Days.  What a whirlwind.  And through it all the 
park looked fantastic, our volunteers were outstanding and all of 
the events were top notch.  Everyone has such a good time 
visiting with each other. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended, volunteered or donated to 
our successful Fall Schwingfest.  It was quite the day.  We need 
50 volunteers to host a Schwingfest and we appreciate each and 
every one of you.   
 
The Swiss Park has also had a very successful season with high 
rental rates and large outdoor festivals.  We appreciate 
everything they are doing.  The park and grounds look great. 
 
Join us for our Metzgete on October 28th.  In addition to the 
great meats from Guido Rock’s crew and tasty side dishes, we’ll 
have excellent dance music and two visiting Swiss singers, 
Damaris and Reyna Schmidig, to perform for us.   
 
Our annual members meeting will be the first Sunday in 
November along with a new Jass event that morning.  When you 
get your ballot for our board elections, please vote and return it 
to us.  If you are not a life member, consider applying to become 
one.  We can always use more members.  And if you know 
anyone who would like to join us first as a social member, please 
invite them.  Our members are our best recruiters. 
 
This issue’s trivia question is:  Which city is known as 
Switzerland’s San Francisco?  Call/text me at 510-936-2523 or 
via facebook.com/ajambiel with the answer.   We’ll draw the 
winner from the first four correct answers.  Last issue’s winner 
was Pete Zuger   He correctly recognized what both the Swiss 
and Vatican flags have in common: both are square shaped. 
Pete and Jackie win free admission to our Metzgete. 
 
Ich wünsche Euch alles Gute, 
 
Arnold 

 

Metzgete 
Saturday, October 28th 

6:00 p.m. at Swiss Park, Newark  
(see flyer inside the newsletter) 

 

 
 

 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Annual  
Member’s Meeting 

 
 Sunday, November 5th at 2:30 p.m. 

 Join us for a Jass in the Swiss Park Hall 
Jass 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Lunch – then Meeting starts at 2:30 p.m. 
 

        

 
Aelpler Gruppe Annual  

Member’s Christmas Dinner 

Saturday, December 2nd at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 

 
 

 
 
Presidents Message 
 
   By Arnold Ambiel 
 
 

http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub


Swiss Fest 2017 – Schwingfest & Swiss Festival 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club, Saturday, August 26, 2017 
By Walter Haslemann 

 
This Fall Schwingfest was a special day.  Ed and 
Michelle Ott celebrated their 27th wedding anniversary 
as well as the anniversary of their first meeting 30 
years ago at the Aelpler Gruppe Fall Schwingfest in 
1987.  I remember many times going to the creamery 
with all the wrestlers in Centerville to have a drink after 
wrestling practice where Michelle was serving. 
 
It was a pretty warm day, but thanks to the many 
shaded areas, it was quite comfortable.  Matt Ming, 
who was the ring referee all day, was unfortunately in 
the heat!  The other judges for the day were Urs 
Gwerder, Connie Grass, Bob Wipfli and Walter 
Haslemann. 
 
Dustin Gwerder and Steven Widmer were called up for 
the Schlussgang. Dustin was able to overcome 
Steven’s usual extreme ability to defend in a few 
seconds and as a result was crowned the winner of the 
2017 Aelpler Gruppe Fall Schwingfest.  This was 
Dustin’s first win of an Aelpler Gruppe Fall Schwingfest 
Dustin was awarded a wood carving made by Heinz 
Schild AG, Holzbildhauerei, Brienzwiler, Switzerland, 
donated by Walter Haslemann. Michael Inderbitzin was 
awarded a belt buckle donated by Kurt Klausen.  Carl 
Ming was awarded a small bell donated by Walter 
Haslemann. Sammy Ming and Walter Bynum were 
each awarded small treichle donated by Walter 
Haslemann.  Ricky Schmidig was awarded a Swatch 
watch donated by Kurt Klausen.  Paxton Grass was 
awarded a Swiss deck of cards donated by Mariette 
Franke and Tanner Schmidig was award a ruler 
decorated with all the Swiss canton flags. 

 

          
 

          

         
 

             
 
         Fall Schwingfest 8/26/2017 Ranglisten 
  
              SENIORS 

1. Dustin Gwerder Truckee, CA    58.25 
Crown Girl: Makenzee Foyet 

2a. Steven Widmer Manteca, CA  56.50 
    Crown Girl: Lori Marchy 
2b. Andrew Betschart  Ripon, CA  56.50 
      Crown Girl: Remmington Hewitt 
3. Michael Inderbitzin  Arth, CH  56.25 

Crown Girl: Preslie Hewitt 
(Above Schwingers with crowns) 
   

4. Mike Berchtold    French Camp, CA 56.00 
5. Silvano Gwerder  Moutathal, CH  54.75 
6. Ian Schmidig Truckee, CA  53.75 
 
     GROUP A – 7 TO 11 YEAR OLD 

1. Carl Ming Sacramento, CA  57.75 
Crown Girl: Marguerite Sigrist 

2. Sammy Ming   Sacramento. CA 57.50 
Crown Girl: Carol Ming 

3. Walter Bynum   Ripon, CA  57.00 
Crown Girl: Andrea Imfeld 
Above with Medals 
 

4. Ricky Schmidig  Ripon, CA  54.75 
5. Paxton Grass San Francisco, CA 54.50 
6. Tanner Schmidig  Truckee, CA  52.50 
 
        STEINSTOSSEN 
1. Andrew Betschart  Ripon, CA   11’ 2”  
2. Dustin Gwerder  Truckee, CA  10’10” 
3. Steven Widmer  Manteca, CA  9’ 0 “ 

 
      



 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club hosted Swiss 
National Day Celebration 
 
Swiss National Day -Raffle Ticket Sales Thank You’ s: 
 
Our Swiss Club received a very nice letter from John 
Zeiter, Treasurer of the United Swiss Societies of 
Northern California thanking our members for 
participating in the raffle ticket sales again this year. 
 
The United Swiss Societies, of which our club is a 
member, is most grateful for our participation in the 
raffle sales. Our members purchased $1,532 worth of 
tickets. I am happy to report that thanks to all of you 
who purchased tickets our Swiss Club received a 
check of $766.00 to be used for improvements on our 
facilities. 
 
Let’s try to sell even more next year. 
Mariette Franke 
 

   
Swiss style Sausages? 
 
There are a couple of stores in or near the San 
Francisco Bay Area that manufacture or sell Swiss 
style sausages and meats.  Two companies are Roys 
Swiss Sausage Factory and Dittmer’s. 
 
Roy’s - Swiss Sausage is a specialty brought here by 
the Swiss-Italian families who settled in the Salinas 
Valley to farm.  
 
Roy's Swiss Sausage Factory    (831) 674-2070 
40821 Cherry Ave, Greenfield, CA 93927 
 
Dittmer's - Dittmer's makes a wide variety of fresh, 
parboiled, smoked, and double smoked sausages.  
 
Dittmer’s Market (650) 941-3800 
4540 El Camino Real, Los Altos, CA 94022 
 
Switzerland and Coffee: 

Your morning cup of coffee likely passed through 
Switzerland, since the country is the world’s trading 
hub for coffee.  

In fact, the Swiss export more coffee than chocolate 
or cheese. Six of the world’s main coffee traders are 
based in the Lake Geneva or Zurich regions.   

In its penultimate annual report on Swiss foreign 
trade, the Federal Customs Administration focused on 
the “food, beverage and tobacco” sector, which 
accounts for 4% of Swiss exports. It stated that coffee 
was “a flagship product” with a value of CHF2.1 billion 
($2.2 billion) in 2015, or around one-quarter (25.8%) 
of sales in the whole sector. 

 
 

Join Heidi Ambiel on the AMA Prima 
May 05 – May 12, 2018  

Captivating Rhine from Amsterdam to Basel 
Amsterdam to Cologne, Rhine Gorge, 

Rudesheim, Mannheim, Strasbourg, 
Breisach & Basel 

 
Cruise rates start at *$2,299.00 per person, double 

occupancy. Tax: $168.00 per person 
 

Rate includes Sip & Sail daily cocktail hour with 
wine, beer & spirits, complimentary shore 

excursions & $150.00 per person shipboard credit. 
 

*Must be booked ASAP 
**Minimum of 10 participants required. 

 
All rates quoted are cruise only, air is additional. 

 
All rates quoted are subject to  

change & availability.  
 

A DONATION WILL BE MADE TO SWISS PARK 
FOR EVERY PERSON TRAVELI NG 

 
Don't delay as space is limited. Rates will increase 

after Sep. 28, 2017. 
 

For details & reservations contact: 
 

FUGAZI TRAVEL AGENCY, Inc. 
Attn: Joanne Blake 

345 California St, Suite 160 
San Francisco, Ca. 94104 

415-397-7111 
Email: jblake@fugazitravel.com 

 
 

 The AMA Prima ship was built in 2013 in the 
Netherlands.  Length of the ship is 443 feet with a 
width of 38 feet.  The Ship hosts a crew of 51 who 
service the ship and the 81 Staterooms and 3 
Suites aboard.  The AMA Prima is registered in 
Switzerland and its home port is Basel.   

 

mailto:jblake@fugazitravel.com


Aelpler Gruppe 2017 Calendar of Events 
 
Oct 28    Metzgete Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
Nov 5    Annual Member’s Meeting – Sunday 2:00 p.m. 
Dec 2    Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 
 
2018 Calendar of Events 
Feb 11 (Sun) Jass Party & Fondue Dinner 
April 14         Folklore Event 
May 6 (Sun)  Semi-Annual Member’s meeting – 2:00  
June10 (Sun) USS Kids Camp 9:00 am 
Aug 4    United Swiss Societies - Swiss National Day 
Sept 1   Fall Schwingfest in Newark 11:00 am 
Oct 27   Metzgete Dinner 6:00 pm 
Nov 4   Annual Member’s Meeting – Sunday 2:00 pm 
Dec 1   Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 pm 

      
            
Swiss Singing Society of San Francisco 
Trudy May-Moesch 415 647-7286 
 
Sierra Swiss Club Calendar 
Contact: Urs Gwerder 530-587-8316 
 
Oct 21 -  Annual General Dinner Meeting TBA 
 
United Swiss Societies 
Diane Wagner, President 510-582-0698 

Peninsula Swiss Club  
Contact: Sandra Scanferla-Eidam 408-348-6911 
sandra.scanferla@gmail.com 
 
Swiss Consulate General 
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111  
Phone: 415-788-2272 

Swiss Rifle Club Events 
Contact John Burky at 510-996-8789 
More information at:  www.carmelgunclub.com 
And www.feldschiessen.us 
 
Pro Ticino  
June 2-3, 2018 Conference San Francisco 
  http://www.proticino.ch/ 
 
Future Sängerfests 
North American Swiss Singing Alliance (NASSA) 
Saengerfest 2018:   June 28-July 1, 2018 
   http://www.saengerfest2018.com/ 
 
30th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing and Yodeling Festival 
Los Angeles 2020 
 
West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association 
www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com 
 
2018 Wrestling schedule will be posted in the next 
Newsletter 

Swiss Park 2017 Events 
5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark   510-793-6272 

 

Oct 08  Dance 
Oct 22  Polka Power  4 – 8 p.m. 
Nov 12  Gruber Family Band  4 – 8 p.m. 
Dec 10  Showcase band  4 – 8 p.m. 
 
Dances most 2nd and 4th Sunday’s of each Month. 
There are many other on-going events at Swiss Park.  
Please check the website for the current event listings 
at:  www.swissparknewark.com 
 
Swiss Park 2018 Events 
 
January 27, 2018  Crab Feed 6:00 pm 
March 11 (Sun) St Patricks Dinner & Dance 4:00 pm 
Sunday Dances Second & Fourth Sundays at 4:00 pm 
 
 
SJVSC, Ripon   2017 Calendar of Events 
www.sjvscriponswiss.com 
Tony Berchtold, President   
 
Oct 7       Oktoberfest 
Oct 21     Fall Swiss Echoes Concert 
Nov 12    Fall Jass Party 
Dec 3      Swiss Echoes Christmas Dinner 
Dec 10    Children’s Christmas Party  
 
 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Social Membership 
 
Join the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club! 
 
Your Annual $30 social membership entitles you 
to: 
 

• Special member invitations to yearly 
events (Schwingfest, Fondue Night, 
Metzgete, etc). 

• Christmas Party – Free to Social Members 
• Subscription to bi-monthly newsletter 

 
To join; please send your name, email address, 
postal address, phone number and enclose a $30 
check (payable to Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club) and 
mail to: 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 
c/o Membership 
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560 
 
Questions; please contact us at: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
Phone:  510-936-2523 

http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub
tel:%28415%29%20647-7286
http://www.carmelgunclub.com/
http://www.feldschiessen.us/
http://www.proticino.ch/
http://www.saengerfest2018.com/
http://www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com/
http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.sjvscriponswiss.com/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
tel:%28510%29%20936-2523


                                                 

 

 
Obituaries 
 

                         
                    Alois Kaslin 
                     Feb. 21, 1928 – August 15, 2017 
 
Alois passed away peacefully surrounded by his family on 
the evening of August 15th.  Alois was born in Beckenried, 
Switzerland and emmigrated to the United States in the 
1950s.  He worked on farms in the Central Valley and later 
moved to Pleasanton and became a carpenter.  He very 
much enjoyed going to the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club in 
Newark, attending Swiss cultural functions, for many years. 
He attended Schwingfests every year and was happy to sit 
and cheer the Schwingers on.  Metzgete was another 
favorite event for Alois.  He craved the wonderful sausages 
that reminded him so much of home.  Attending the 
Member’s Christmas dinner with his friends and family was 
another highlight.  Alois delighted in watching the children 
sing Christmas songs and scream with joy when Santa 
Claus made an appearance.  He celebrated Christmas eve 
every year with his nieces and nephews and great nieces 
and great nephews. 
 
Alois was a Life Member of the club and helped in various 
ways at the club, such as building our outdoor stage and 
other carpentry projects around the grounds.  He was also 
a member of the San Joaquin Valley Swiss Club in Ripon 
for many years.   Alois joined the Carpenters Union Local 
713 over 50 years ago and became an honorary member.  
He enjoyed using his carpentry skills to build and fix  
 
Alois was preceded in death by his beloved brothers Josef, 
Jost, Ted, and Adolf.  He is survived by his brother Anton 
and sister Marie of Switzerland along with many nieces and 
nephews and dear family members. 
 

                 

 
In Memory: 
Our beloved Social Member Fritz Mast of Orinda CA 
94563 died on September 8, 2017. Fritz was born on a 
farm in Harris, Albligen, a small town just outside of Bern. 
After finishing the required nine years of schooling, Fritz 
entered into an Automobile Mechanic apprenticeship. At 
the age of 19 he was called upon to serve in the Swiss 
Military, where he tended to the army’s fleet of vehicles. 
Growing up, Fritz dreamed of traveling to the United 
States. In 1959 he began to live his dream and left 
Switzerland for America. He lived a short time with a 
cousin’s family in Schenectady, NY before moving to 
California. In August 1960 he returned to Switzerland to 
marry Almi, his fiancée of three years. Together they 
returned to the San Francisco Bay Area to start their new 
lives. 
 
In 1966 Import Motors, Mercedes Benz Service & Repair 
was founded in Oakland. In spite of working 12 to 14 hour 
work days, Fritz always had time for his family.  Fritz made 
his dream come true. He accomplished it with 
perseverance, willpower, hard work and an unwavering 
belief in himself. 
 
Fritz is survived by his wife, Almi of 60 years, daughter 
Monique Zysset-Mast, son Marc Mast and three 
grandchildren. He will be greatly missed by his family, 
relatives, and all who knew him. A Celebration of his Life 
Service was held.  
 

        

Memorial Fund Donations 
We are grateful for the donations that have been received 
for the Swiss Club’s Memorial Fund in memory of our 
deceased members and friends. 
 
In Memory of Alois Kaslin from: 
Kathy & Frank Zanger 
Leo & Charlene Ott 
Elisabeth Semineth-Kaslin 
Linda Lutschan 
Mariette Franke  
Margrith & David Reichmuth 
Rosemary Ramsell 
Joe & Jean Allgauer 
 
In Memory of Fritz Mast from: 
Kurt & Linda Clausen 
 
Our deepest condolences to the families of Alois Kaslin 
and Fritz Mast. 
       

        
  
Whom to contact when a Swiss Club member is 
deceased:  Please contact Mariette Franke, 
Corresponding Secretary at 408-515-2086  or e-mail her 
at mariette2086@gmail.com   

 

mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com


 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

Internet Radio Stations to listen to Swiss Music: 
 

Radio Zürisee player.radio.ch 
Radio Evva   player.eviva.ch (ländler music) 

Radio Rottu  player.rro.ch 

 
Newsletter Edition    Deadline for article submission 
January – February     January 15th 
March – April     March 10th 
May – June     May 15th 
July – August      July 15th 
September – October    September 15th 
November – December    November 15th 
 
 
 

           
 

 

 
 
 

 

“Come, Join Our Voices!” 
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers 

A Regional Choir for Boys ~ S.F. Bay Area 
 
Rehearsals Held in Various Convenient Locations: San 
Francisco* Alameda * Hayward * Oakland 
 

Boys, age 7 to 12 may audition. No prior experience 
needed.  

 
www.GGBC.org  Phone: 510 887-4311 

Steven J. Meyer, Artistic Director  

 

Advertise with us here.  Please send your Ad 
information to:   aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
 
Have you moved? Please forward your new 
address to Mariette Franke, Corresponding 
Secretary by sending a note to A.G. Swiss Club,  
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560, or via e-
mail to mariette2086@gmail.com 
Thank you 

 
 
Mention this ad and 
receive 20% off of 
your first visit. 
 
Julia Dobbel 
www.juliadobbel.com 
 

 

http://player.radio.ch/
http://player.eviva.ch/
http://player.rro.ch/
http://www.ggbc.org/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
http://www.juliadobbel.com/


Join your friends at the annual 
 

Schlachtfest - Metzgete 
Dinner with Swiss style sausages and meat 

 

Saturday, October 28, 2017 at 
Newark Swiss Park 

5911 Mowry Ave . Newark . 94560 
Sponsored by Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 

 
Doors open at 5:00 pm          Dinner served from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

 

Dancing to "Showcase The Band"  7:00 pm to 11:00 pm 
 

Special performance by Damaris and Reyna Schmidig of the 
Familienkapelle Franz & Jolanda Schmidig 

 

Admission - Dinner & Dance - $25.00 
Children 14 years and under - $5.00 (Hot-dogs available for children) 

Dance Only - $12.00 
 

Due to special order of meat and sausages, 
Reservations are due no-later-than October 11, 2017 ! 

 
Dinner includes your choice of "two" of the following: 

Bratwurst, Leberwurst (liver sausage), Rippli (smoked pork loin) 

All dinners include Red Potatoes, Applesauce & Dessert 

(Blood Sausages are not available this year) 
 
 
 
 

                           
 
 
 

 
Order here on-line https://www.eventbrite.com/e/metzgeteschlachtfest-tickets-38569523483?aff=es2 

 

 

 
Name(s): ____________________________________________    Phone # :  ______________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________     Adult(s):  _______    Children 14 & under: _______     
 

Mark "2" meat choices per reservation:  Bratwurst _____  Leberwurst _____  Rippli  _____ 
 

     Hot-dogs (for children 14 & under)  Check enclosed in the amount of: $  
 
 
 
  

Please mail reservation and check to arrive by October 11, 2017. 
Make checks payable to: Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club. 

Mail to:  Mariette Franke, 5911 Mowry Ave, Newark, CA 94560 
Or make your reservation via email to: mariette2086@gmail.com 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/metzgeteschlachtfest-tickets-38569523483?aff=es2


 
 z 

Officers 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club  
Board of Directors for 2017 

 
  President                    Arnold Ambiel             510-936-2523  
  1st Vice Pres     Marilyn Ramsell Manchester 510-366-5070 
  2nd Vice Pres           Chris Ciardella-Fuchslin 408-262-9097 
  Recording Secretary   Suzanne Fuchslin-Bradshaw 
  Corresp. Secretary   Mariette Franke         408-515-2086 
  Treasurer                     Margrith Reichmuth  510-792-4572 
  Assistant Treasurer     Agnes Schmidig Reed 408-515-3635 
  Past President             Kurt Clausen             650-988-1161 
  Director 1   –             Pat Wipfli-Schaffarczyk 510-677-8461 
  Director 2   –      Karen Dobbel          510-502-1072 
  Director 3   –                Rose Satariano       Newsletter Editor 
  Director 4   –     Darrell Ramsell        925-337-0565 
  Director 5   –     Dominick Reichmuth  
  Sennenmutter   Rosemary Ramsell   510-793-0983 
  Sennenvater              Frank Schmidig      
  USS Delegate              Arnold Ambiel  
 
    
  

 

 
            General Information 
 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting 
First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors Meeting 
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at 
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors 
President              Thomas Imholz Jr. 
Vice President       Pete Zuger 
Treasurer              Carl Ramsell 
Secretary               Susanne Cameron 
Assistant Secretary  Herman Betchart 
 
Swiss Park Manager Robert Fuchslin 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Satariano 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
Have you moved? 
Please forward your new address to Mariette Franke, 
Corresponding Secretary, via e-mail 
to mariette2086@gmail.com      Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
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