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United Swiss Societies - Swiss 
National Day, August 5th 

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Swiss Park, Newark 

Admission is $8.00 at the gate 
children 16 and under are free 

Order discounted meal tickets by July 26, 2017 

swissnationaldayuss.eventbrite.com 

A limited number of meals will be available at the gate. 
www.unitedswissnorcal.org 

 
 

SwissFest 2017 
 

Schwingfest and Swiss Festival 
Saturday, August 26th 

at Swiss Park, Newark 
11:00 a.m. 

 

 
(See Flyer inside of the Newsletter) 

 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 
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Dear Members, 
 
The park is looking great after the installation of the new 
concrete dance floor and surrounding pads.  Ripon held a fun 
Schwingfest in June.  Last weekend saw the USS Swiss Kids 
Camp held at Swiss Park.  It was an excellent day.  Please see 
the photos on our Facebook page. Thanks to everyone who 
volunteered to help. 
  
Soon the 29th United Swiss Singing Societies of the Pacific 
Coast Sängerfest will take place in Modesto and Ripon. The 
Aelpler Gruppe supported the event with an ad in their program. 
Look for it.  We hope you all can attend. 
  
We also have several members’ relatives graduating from high 
school.  Look for the news inside about them.   
  
After the Sangerfest, our next event is the USS Swiss National 
Day on August 5th.  Please join us.  Please save August 26th for 
our SwissFest and Fall Schwingfest.  We can use everyone’s 
help to make it a fun day. 
  
This year, the Swiss Tourism Office celebrates its 100th 
anniversary.  Chartered to increase foreign tourism to 
Switzerland, their West Coast Headquarters is at the Swiss Pier 
in San Francisco.  You can find out more at 
www.myswitzerland.com/100.  Club members like us are viewed 
as Swiss tourism advocates.  Everyone can receive information 
from their office by registering at www.myswitzerland.com/aso 
  
This issue’s trivia question is:  Which Canton capital was named 
after an Irish Saint who founded a monastery there?  Call/text 
me at 510-936-2523 or via facebook.com/ajambiel with the 
answer.   Last issue’s winner was Otto Streich.  He correctly 
named Sherlock Holmes and Matthias Glarner as the two 
famous facts about Meiringen.  He also mentioned that meringue 
was invented there and that his father was born there.  Otto and 
his wife win two admissions to our Fall Schwingfest on August 
26th. 
 
Ich wünsche euch alles Gute, 
 
Arnold 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Presidents Message 
 
   By Arnold Ambiel 
 
 

http://www.swissparknewark.com/
https://swissnationaldayuss.eventbrite.com/
http://www.unitedswissnorcal.org/
http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub
http://www.myswitzerland.com/100
http://www.myswitzerland.com/aso


Raffle in Conjunction with United Swiss Societies 
1st of August Celebration at Newark Swiss Park on 
August 5th 2017. 
 
A great big thank you to all who so kindly have already 
purchased the raffle tickets for the above event. 
Remember our Swiss Club receives $5.00 back for 
every book of tickets sold. 
The funds will be used for improvements on our Swiss 
Park property. 
 
So if you haven’t already turned in your ticket stubs 
won’t you take a moment and make a check payable 
for $10.00 to United Swiss Societies.  
Mail the check and stubs according to the instructions. 
I need to turn in the ticket stubs to the United Swiss 
Societies before the event in order to receive the credit 
of $5.00 per book sold . Thank you! 
Mariette Franke 408-988-4351.  
 

 
 
Congratulations to our High School Graduates: 
 
Jordan Crevelt who graduated from Woodside High 
School in Woodside, CA.  She will be attending the 
University of Utah.  The proud parents are Ann and 
Richard Crevelt and grandparents Heidi and (Otto) 
Ambiel. 

       
 
Marisa Franke graduated from San Mateo High 
School and she will attend the College of San Mateo 
this Fall.  Her proud parents are Stephen Franke and 
Dulce Lord of Foster City.  Marisa’s grandparents are 
Mariette and Stan Franke.   
 
 

 
 
   Great Crew enjoying lunch after Swiss Park Clean-up 
 

Lauren Satariano graduated from Dublin High School 
in Dublin, CA.  She graduated with Honors and is 
looking forward to attending Cal State East Bay in 
Hayward.  Lauren has been involved with 4-H for many 
years working her way to earning a Gold Star for 
leadership, community service projects, and camp 
counseling.  Lauren’s proud parents are Mark and 
Rose Satariano.  Lauren’s grandmother is Rosmarie 
Tanner and her great uncle is Alois Kaslin of 
Pleasanton. 

              

 
 
Congratulations to Bobby Marchy as the new 2017-
2018 California State FFA Sentinel. Bobby’s proud 
parents are Bob and Lori Marchy. This is Lenard 
Marchy's grandson.   
 
The 2016-2017 California State FFA Sentinel was 
Bobby's cousin, Jace Neugebauer, who is Helen 
Marchy's grandson. 
 

      
 

             

      

Swiss Kids camp 
photos of a wonderful, 
educational day.  The 
children learned about 
Swiss Culture by doing 
activities such as 
wrestling, singing Swiss 
songs, doing Swiss 
crafts, etc. 



 
Get Well Wishes to Mariette Franke and Alois Kaslin 
of Pleasanton. 
 

 

Obituary 
Our beloved Life Member Albert Joseph Fries of  
38526 Tyson Lane, Fremont, CA 94536  
entered into rest on April 17, 2017 at the age of 83.  
He graduated from Washington High School, Class of 
'51. 
 
Albert is survived by his wife, Barbara Fries, of 59 
years.   Children: Michael Fries, and Kathleen (David) 
Silva; Grandchildren: Amanda Robbins, and Justin 
Paredero; Siblings: Walter (Lyla) Fries, and Joann 
(Don) Hicks. 
Albert was preceded in death by his brothers: Frank 
Fries and Jimmy Fries. 

 
Memorial Fund Donations 
A grateful thanks you to all for their donations to the 
Swiss Club Memorial Fund in memory of our 
deceased members and friends. 
 
In memory of Alma Swisher: 
Heidi Ambiel 
 
In Memory of Albert Fries: 
Heidi Ambiel 
 
In Memory of Jeannie Ramsell: 
Linda Schaefer 
 
Whom to contact when a Swiss Club member is 
deceased:  Please contact Mariette Franke, 
Corresponding Secretary at 408-988-4351 or e-mail 
her at mariette2086@gmail.com   
 

 

History of Schwingen (source: www.myswitzerland.com) 

The Eidgenössische Schwingerverband (Swiss 
Schwingen Association (founded in 1895) organise 
the sport and raise standards by integrating regional 
differences, and by setting modern tournament rules. 
The association now has over 5,000 active wrestlers, 
of which almost 2,000 are young people. It is divided 
into 5 regional associations, 23 cantonal associations 
and 6 district associations. An exact date on 
Schwingen’s origins is hard to place. There is an early 
depiction in the cathedral of Lausanne dating from the 
13th century. At many Alpine and tavern celebrations, 
wrestlers wrestled for a piece of trouser cloth, a sheep 
or some other kind of natural object. The glory of 
victory was more highly valued than an actual award. 
The first Alpine shepherd’s festival at Unspunnen 
in 1805 marked a revival of the sport of Schwingen at 
a time when Switzerland was suffering under French 
rule. The aim of this festival was to explicitly 
strengthen the Swiss national consciousness.            

In the 19th century, Swiss wrestling was introduced to 
the cities through wrestling festivals and by sports 
coaches. Hence, from this original herdsman’s and 
farmer's pastime a Swiss national sport was 
created.  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Joaquin Valley Swiss Club 
Spring Schwingfest Results, June 3, 2017 
 
SENIORS 
 

1  Andrew Betschart, Modesto 58.25 

2 Jakob Schallberger, Lodi 55.50 

Above with Medals 

3A 
3B 
4 
5 
6 

Morgan Lujan, Elk Grove 
Steven Widmer, Manteca 
Stefan Granado, Newark 
Steven Schonenberger, San Ramon 
Ian Schmidig, Truckee 
 

55.25 
55.25 
55.00 
54.75 
52.50 

 
 
 

 
JUNIORS 
 
1 Michael Cowan, Stockton 

 
 

59.25 

2 Adam Schallberger, Acampo 56.00 

Above with Medals 

3 Daniel Barkley, Lodi 54.50 

4 Joe Cowan, Stockton 53.50 

 AGES 10 to 12  

1 Logan Ladd, Modesto 56.75 
 
 2 Matthew Schallberger, Lodi 56.00 

Above with Medals 

3A Carl Ming, Sacramento 55.25 

3B 
4 

Simon Bacon, Ceres 
 Tony Cowan, Lodi 

55.25 
52.50 

 
 

 
AGES 7 to 9 

 

1 Romeo Gwerder, Tacoma, WA 57.50 

2 Sammy Ming, Sacramento 57.25 

Above with Medals 
 
3 Walter Bynum, Ripon 56.75 

4A Alex Kuttel, Sacramento 53.00 

4B Tanner Schmidig, Truckee 53.00 

 

mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com


Aelpler Gruppe 2017 Calendar of Events 
 
June 11  United Swiss Societies Kids Camp 9:00 a.m. 
Aug 5     United Swiss Societies – Swiss National Day 
Aug 26   Fall Schwingfest in Newark 11:00 a.m. 
Oct 28    Metzgete Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
Nov 5    Annual Member’s Meeting – Sunday 2:00 p.m. 
Dec 2    Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 
 
Swiss Park Newark 2017 Calendar of Events 
 
Date TBA    Swiss Park Oktoberfest  
Dec 31        New Year’s Eve Gala – The Internationals 
         6:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. 
 
Dances most 2nd and 4th Sunday’s of each Month. 
There are many other on-going events at Swiss Park.  
Please check the website for the current event listings 
at:  www.swissparknewark.com 
       

 
            
Swiss Singing Society of San Francisco 
Jackie Zuger, President 415-897-9504 
June 22-25 - 29th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing & 
         Yodeling Festival in Modesto./Ripon 
 
Sierra Swiss Club Calendar 
Contact: Urs Gwerder 530-587-8316 
July 15 – Schwingfest, Truckee Community Rec     
     Center 
Oct 21 -  Annual General Dinner Meeting TBA 
 
United Swiss Societies 
Diane Wagner, President 510-582-0698 

Peninsula Swiss Club  
Contact: Sandra Scanferla-Eidam 408-348-6911 
sandra.scanferla@gmail.com 
 
Swiss Consulate General 
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111  
Phone: 415-788-2272 

Swiss Rifle Club Events 
Contact John Burky at 510-996-8789 
More information at:  www.carmelgunclub.com 
And www.feldschiessen.us 
 
June 24 & 25 – Swiss Rifle – Scheutzenfest weekend 
 
 
Pro Ticino  
June 2-3, 2018 Conference San Francisco 
  http://www.proticino.ch/ 
 
 
 
 

SJVSC, Ripon   2017 Calendar of Events 
www.sjvscriponswiss.com 
Tony Berchtold, President   
 
June 22 – Sängerfest Welcome Reception –  
       Modesto Convention Center 
June 23 – Sängerfest Grand Concert – Gallo Center 
June 24 – Jodel Festival at Swiss Hall, Ripon 
June 25 – Sängerfest-Jodel Mass, Modesto Center 
        Plaza 
July 29    Members BBQ/Buebe Schwingfest 
Sep 2      Fall Schwingfest - Championship 
Oct 7       Oktoberfest 
Oct 21     Fall Swiss Echoes Concert 
Nov 12    Fall Jass Party 
Dec 3      Swiss Echoes Christmas Dinner 
Dec 10    Children’s Christmas Party  
 
 
West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association 
www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com 
 
June 17     San Diego Swiss Club – San Diego 
June 17     Tacoma Swiss Club – Bonney Lake, WA                                                                                
July 1-2     Lewis-Pacific Swiss – Frances, WA 
July 15      Sierra Swiss Club – Truckee, CA 
July 22      Portland Swiss Club – Portland OR 
Aug 12-13 Tacoma Swiss Club – Bonney Lake, WA   
 
Fall Schwingfest 
Aug 26      Newark Swiss Club – Newark, CA 
Sep 2        SJVSC – Ripon, CA  Fall Schwingfest  
Championship Schwingfest 
 
  

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Social Membership 
 
Join the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club! 
 
Your Annual $30 social membership entitles you 
to: 
 

• Special member invitations to yearly 
events (Schwingfest, Fondue Night, 
Metzgete, etc). 

• Christmas Party – Free to Social Members 
• Subscription to bi-monthly newsletter 

 
To join; please send your name, email address, 
postal address, phone number and enclose a $30 
check (payable to Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club) and 
mail to: 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 
c/o Membership 
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560 
 
Questions; please contact us at: 
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
Phone:  510-936-2523 

http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub
http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.carmelgunclub.com/
http://www.feldschiessen.us/
http://www.proticino.ch/
http://www.sjvscriponswiss.com/
http://www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
tel:%28510%29%20936-2523


                                                 

 

 
River Cruise: Castles Along the Rhine  
Join Heidi Ambiel on a fabulous 8-day river cruise this 
October on the River Empress by Uniworld.  
Start in beautiful Amsterdam and travel along the Rhine 
with stops in five historic castles.  
Step into colorful medieval towns and picture life among 
fortresses, dungeons and drawbridges. Home to more 
medieval castles than anywhere in the world, the Rhine 
twists and turns along the border of France and Germany. 
Step into the fairytale towns of Riquewihr or Kaysersberg, 
taste some beer and visit the shops and museums along 
the way. End your adventure in Basel your gateway to 
beautiful Switzerland.  
 
Cost and Dates:  
• October 11 – October 18th, 2017  
• Rates begin at $3449/person, double occupancy. Includes 
all meals, shore excursions, on board beverages and 
gratuities. $100 on-board shipboard credit per person. 
Deposit of $300 per person (non-refundable) at time of 
booking. Final payment due July 5th, 2017.  
• Pre- and post-cruise hotel stays available upon request 
(extra cost)  
• A donation will be made to Aelpler Gruppe for every 
person traveling.   
  
For Details & Reservations:  
Fugazi Travel Agency, Inc  
Attn: Joanne Blake  
345 California St, Suite 160  
San Francisco, CA 94104  
415-397-7111  
jblake@fugazitravel.com  
Space is limited – sign up soon! 
 

 
 

 
Swiss Park Events 

5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark   510-793-6272 
Website:  www.swissparknewark.com 

 
 

July 09  Steve Balich Band  4 – 8 p.m. 
 
August 13  Gruber Family Band  4 – 8 p.m. 
August 27  Showcase band  4 – 8 p.m. 
 
Sept 10  Polka Power  4 – 8 p.m. 
Sept 24  TBA 
Sept 30  Bill Bly – The Continentals  4 – 8 p.m. 
 
Oct 08  TBA 
Oct 22  Polka Power  4 – 8 p.m. 
 
Nov 12  Gruber Family Band  4 – 8 p.m. 
 
Dec 10  Showcase band  4 – 8 p.m. 
Dec 31  New Year’s Eve Gala – The Internationals 
                     6 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
 

 
Swiss National Day 
Come Celebrate with Us! 

United Swiss Societies of Northern California 

 
 

August 5, 2017 
11:00am – 5:00pm 

Swiss Park 
5911 Mowry Ave, Newark, CA 94560 

 
Admission 

$8.00 at the gate 
Children 16 and under are Free 

Swiss Luncheon 
Roasted Chicken, Vegetable Spatzli, Bratwurst,  

Kids Meals & Snack Bar 
 

Activities 
Music & Dancing to “The Internationals”  

Address by Swiss Consul – Children’s Games and 
Activities - Alphorn – Flag Parade - Raffle  

Swiss Fair with “Swatch” – Nespresso – Swiss Tourism – 
Swiss Consul – Swiss Business Hub – Swiss Pier 17 –  

A Touch of Switzerland – Swiss Delices Bakery  
Judy’s Bauemmalerei & Folk Art - Bernese 

Mountain Dogs 
 

 Order Discounted Meal Tickets by July 26, 2017  
swissnationaldayuss.eventbrite.com 

 
A limited number of meals will be available at the gate. 

 
 

http://www.swissparknewark.com/
https://swissnationaldayuss.eventbrite.com/


 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

Would you like to have some of the Schwingfests held 
in Switzerland on DVD?  DVDs are available from the 
Rigi and the Stoos Schwingfests.  Please contact Mr. 
Inderbitzin in Switzerland at email: 
inderbitzin@datacomm.ch for more information. 
 
Internet Radio Stations to listen to Swiss Music: 
 

Radio Zürisee player.radio.ch 
Radio Evva   player.eviva.ch (ländler music) 

Radio Rottu  player.rro.ch 

 
Newsletter Edition    Deadline for article submission 
January – February     January 15th 
March – April     March 10th 
May – June     May 15th 
July – August      July 15th 
September – October    September 15th 
November – December    November 15th 
 
 
 

           
 

 

 
 
 

 

“Come, Join Our Voices!” 
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers 

A Regional Choir for Boys ~ S.F. Bay Area 
 
Rehearsals Held in Various Convenient Locations: San 
Francisco* Alameda * Hayward * Oakland 
 

Boys, age 7 to 12 may audition. No prior experience 
needed.  

 
www.GGBC.org  Phone: 510 887-4311 

Steven J. Meyer, Artistic Director  

 

Advertise with us here.  Please send your Ad 
information to:   aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
 
Have you moved? Please forward your new 
address to Mariette Franke, Corresponding 
Secretary by sending a note to A.G. Swiss Club,  
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560, or via e-
mail to mariette2086@gmail.com 
Thank you 

 
 
Mention this ad and 
receive 20% off of 
your first visit. 
 
Julia Dobbel 
www.juliadobbel.com 
 

 

mailto:inderbitzin@datacomm.ch
http://player.radio.ch/
http://player.eviva.ch/
http://player.rro.ch/
http://www.ggbc.org/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
http://www.juliadobbel.com/


 

 
 

SwissFest 2017 
Schwingfest and Swiss Festival 

Saturday, August 26, 2017 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 
at Newark Swiss Park, 5911 Mowry Ave., Newark 

All wrestlers are invited: Boys - Juniors - Seniors 
Gates open 10:00 am - Wrestler sign-ups 11:00 am - Wrestling starts 11:30 am 

Swiss Folk Music - BBQ - Bar - Snackbar - Steinstossen 

Admission $10.00 - Free admission to children ages 14 & under 
Bratwurst/Schublig Lunch at 1:00 pm & BBQ Chicken Dinner at 6:00 pm 

 
Visit Eventbrite:  https://swissfest2017.eventbrite.com  if you wish to prepay admission or 

to pre-register for wrestling 
 

Dancing to Mitchell Gander/Ron Scheiber Orchestra 

Wrestling Awards at 8:00 pm 

Aelpler Gruppe sincerely appreciates gifts or monetary donations for the Schwingers either in advance or at 
the event; for more information please email: mariette2086@gmail.com or call 510-936-2523 

www.aelplergruppe.com            www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 

Hotels: 
Comfort Inn, 5977 Mowry Ave., Newark, 510-795-7995 (Ask for Swiss Park rate) 

Best Western, 5400 Mowry Ave., Fremont, 510-792-4300 
Doubletree, 39900 Balentine Dr., Newark, 510-490-8390 

 
Future Aelpler Gruppe Events at Newark Swiss Park this Year 

October 28 - Metzgete Dinner with Dance Music by the Showcase Band 
December 2 - Members Christmas Party 

https://swissfest2017.eventbrite.com/
mailto:mariette554@yahoo.com
http://www.aelplergruppe.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub


 
 z 

Officers 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club  
Board of Directors for 2017 

 
  President                    Arnold Ambiel             510-936-2523  
  1st Vice Pres     Marilyn Ramsell Manchester 510-366-5070 
  2nd Vice Pres           Chris Ciardella-Fuchslin 408-262-9097 
  Recording Secretary   Suzanne Fuchslin-Bradshaw 
  Corresp. Secretary   Mariette Franke     408-988-4351 
  Treasurer                     Margrith Reichmuth  510-792-4572 
  Assistant Treasurer     Agnes Schmidig Reed 408-515-3635 
  Past President             Kurt Clausen             650-988-1161 
  Director 1   –             Pat Wipfli-Schaffarczyk 510-677-8461 
  Director 2   –      Karen Dobbel          510-502-1072 
  Director 3 Newsletter – Rose Satariano       925-833-0586 
  Director 4   –     Darrell Ramsell        925-337-0565 
  Director 5   –     Dominick Reichmuth  
  Sennenmutter   Rosemary Ramsell   510-793-0983 
  Sennenvater              Frank Schmidig      
  USS Delegate              Arnold Ambiel  
 
    
  

 

 
            General Information 
 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting 
First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors Meeting 
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at 
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors 
President              Thomas Imholz Jr. 
Vice President       Pete Zuger 
Treasurer              Carl Ramsell 
Secretary               Susanne Cameron 
Assistant Secretary  Herman Betchart 
 
Swiss Park Manager Robert Fuchslin 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Satariano 
925-833-0586    aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
Have you moved? 
Please forward your new address to Mariette Franke, 
Corresponding Secretary, via e-mail 
to mariette2086@gmail.com      Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
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