Swiss owned and operated since 1935

Presidents Message

By Arnold Ambiel

Dear Members,

We are in the middle of Swiss Festival Season. The Swiss Park
grounds look great thanks to the hard work of the crew. This
past weekend the United Swiss Saocieties held their Annual
Swiss National Day in Newark. Fun was had by the large crowd
that attended. Thanks to everyone from the Aelpler Gruppe who
volunteered or bought raffle tickets. It really made a difference.

The 29th United Swiss Singing Societies of the Pacific Coast
Sangerfest took place in June in Modesto and Ripon. It was a
fantastic event. The singers and yodelers were magical during
their performances. You can watch many of the performances
on YouTube here:
https://www.youtube.com/user/BronzanBob/feed

Please join us on August 26th for our SwissFest and Fall
Schwingfest. We expect a great turnout and could use more
volunteers. In addition to Schwingen, we are planning several
kids’ activities including Talerschwingen to keep everyone
entertained.

At our last meeting, your board formed its annual Election
Committee to fill three open positions this fall. Our 1st Vice
President, Events; Treasurer and Director of Membership are up
for re-election. Proprietary members will be sent ballots in
October. We can always use more help. Please don'’t hesitate to
contact me if you would like to join us. Say yes!

This issue’s trivia question is: What do the Swiss Flag and the
Vatican Flag have in common? Call or text me at 510-936-2523
or contact me via facebook.com/ajambiel with the answer. We'll
pick the winner by lottery from the first three answers. Last
issue’s winner was Paul Sethy and his mother Bernice. He
correctly named St. Gallen as the canton that was named after
the Irish monk Gallus who founded a monastery there. Paul and
his mother win two admissions to our Metzgete in October.

Ich wilnsche Euch alles Gute,

Arnold
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SwissFest 2017

Schwingfest and Swiss Festival
Saturday, August 26™
at Swiss Park, Newark 11:00 a.m.

Swiss clothing requested for Heritage Booth

We are looking for donations of Swiss clothing for
our Heritage Booth. Please bring your Swiss
dresses, blouses, Swiss men'’s shirts to Swiss Park
on the 26"™. Thank you!

(See SwissFest Flyer inside of the Newsletter)

Fall Championship Schwingfest
September 2™ at San Joaquin Valley
Swiss Club, Ripon

s

Metzgete Dinner, October 28"
6:00 p.m. at Swiss Park, Newark

Aelpler Gruppe Annual Member’s Meeting
Sunday, November 5" at 2:30 p.m.
Join us for a Jass in the Swiss Park Hall
Jass 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Lunch — then Meeting starts at 2:30 p.m.
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Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Facebook page
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub
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Aelpler Gruppe Annual Member’s Meeting
Sunday, November 5™ at 2:30 p.m.

Join us for a Jass in the Swiss Park Hall

Jass 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Lunch will be available around 1 p.m.

Our Annual Member’'s Meeting starts at 2:30 p.m.

Aelpler Gruppe will have a Jass before the Annual
Member’s meeting from 10:00 a.m. to approximately
1:00 p.m. The Jass entrance fee is $10.00 and
includes lunch right before the start of the Member’s
Meeting at 2:30 p.m.

Join us for a nice afternoon at the Newark Swiss Club.

P NDERg [ K1
2 &y & W
(: & Luid

Information from the Consulate General of
Switzerland in San Francisco

In the following link, please find the latest 1st of August
speech from the President of the Swiss Confederation,
Mrs. Doris Leuthard.

https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/usa/en/home/new
s/news.html/content/countries/usa/en/meta/news/emba
ssy/2017/auqust-2017/president-of-the-swiss-
confederation-doris-leuthard--national-da

Consulate General of Switzerland in San Francisco
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco CA 94111

Tel.: 415-788 2272

www.eda.admin.ch/sf
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SwissFest 2017

Schwingfest and Swiss Festival
Saturday, August 26"
at Swiss Park, Newark 11:00 a.m.

We welcome members and friends to attend. Please
come out and help for a short time before, during, or
after the event. Please call Aelpler Gruppe at

(510) 936-2523 and let us know when you can assist.
We thank you for your support!

Swiss clothing requested for Heritage Booth

We are looking for donations of Swiss clothing for our
Heritage Booth that we will have set-up during our
SwissFest and Schwingfest on August 26". Please
bring your Swiss dresses, blouses, Swiss men’s shirts
to Swiss Park on the 26™. Thank you!

Sierra Swiss Club Schwingfest July 15, 2017

Congratulations to Morgan Lujan who was the
Crowned Champion at the Sierra Truckee Schwingfest.
Morgan and Grant Widmer wrestled in the
Schlussgang.

Seniors:

1. Morgan Lujan

. Grant Widmer

. Dustin Gwerder

. Patrick Richardson
. Roger Walker

. Steven Widmer

. Steven Schoenenberger
Above with Crowns
8. Mike Berchtold

8. Ray Wineman

9. Stefan Granado
10. Remo Betschart
11. Andy Scheibert
12. Fabio Ritter

13. lan Schmidig

Elk Grove, CA 58.00
Ripon, CA 57.25
Truckee, CA 56.75
Frances, WA 56.50
Switzerland 56.25
Manteca, CA 56.00
San Ramon CA 55.25
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French Camp 55.00
Tacoma, WA 55.00
Newark, CA 54.75
Switzerland 54.50
Switzerland 54.25
Switzerland 54.00
Truckee, CA  53.75

Andy Ritter Switzerland Unfall
Juniors:
1. Joe Cook Tacoma, WA 59.75

2. Michael Cowan
3. Justin Cook

Stockton, CA 54.00
Tacoma, WA 53.75

B Group:

1. Adam Schallberger
2. Joe Cowan

3. Carl Ming

Above with Medals

4. Matthew Schallberger
5. Tony Cowan

Acampo, CA  60.00
Stockton, CA 57.25
Elk Grove, CA 56.00

Stockton, CA 55.25
Stockton, CA  54.00

6. Ricky Schmidig Reno, NV Unfall
C Group:
1. Sammy Ming Elk Grove,CA 58.25

2. Walter Bynum Oakdale, CA  56.25
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Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club hosted Swiss
National Day Celebration

Thank you to all individuals who sent in their Raffle
tickets for the Swiss National Day Celebration raffle
on August 5. Our Club earns a portion of the
proceeds enabling us to keep our Hall and Grounds
maintained for future events.

fe— g Happy Birthday
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The Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club hosted an annual
Swiss National Day Celebration on August 5",
2017 organized by the United Swiss Societies of
Northern California. The Swiss National Day
celebrations were held in the beautiful picnic grounds
at Swiss Park in Newark, CA. Many guests came to
celebrate the 726" Anniversary of Switzerland, to eat
Swiss food, and to listen and dance to Swiss and
German music. The festival also gave children a
chance to wrestle Swiss style, try out an authentic
alphorn, participate in a Swiss Flag parade, and see
Bernese Mountain dogs in action. The Swiss Park
had a kid’'s zone with fun games and activities for the
children along with a bounce house. Exhibits were
set-up such as a Swiss Heritage Booth, the San
Francisco Pier 17 Swiss Consul, Swiss Tourism and
Swiss Business Hub.

The United Swiss Socieites and Lugano Swiss Bistro
provided guests with a wonderful lunch of either
roasted chicken, vegetable spatzeli, or Swiss
bratwurst. Pastries were sold to the delight of
everyone by Swiss Delices Bakery. The
Internationals played music, Arthur Brogli yodeled with
his accordion, the Swiss Singing Society of San
Francisco performed as well as the Swiss Kids Choir
and we enjoyed Monika Ryser and Thomas Ott who
each played the Alphorn.

Our Consul General, Hans Ulrich Tanner, gave a 1> of
August address to all those in attendance. The
afternoon concluded with a raffle. The Grand prize,
donated by Switzerland Tourism, was two Swiss
Travel Passes in First Class. A couple of cash prizes
were also donated along with many other prizes.

Please enjoy a delightful video of the day’s
celebrations produced by Tom Coroneos:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BU fgsKnVDM

Thank you Agnes
Schmidig Reed for
coordinating the
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss
Folklore booth



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BU_fgsKnVDM

Aelpler Gruppe 2017 Calendar of Events

Aug 26 Fall Schwingfest in Newark 11:00 a.m.

Oct 28 Metzgete Dinner 6:00 p.m.

Nov 5 Annual Member’'s Meeting — Sunday 2:00 p.m.
Dec 2 Member's Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 p.m.

www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub

Swiss Park Newark 2017 Calendar of Events
Sept 30 Swiss Park Oktoberfest

Dances most 2™ and 4" Sunday’s of each Month.
There are many other on-going events at Swiss Park.
Please check the website for the current event listings
at: www.swissparknewark.com
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Swiss Singing Society of San Francisco
Jackie Zuger, President 415-897-9504

Sierra Swiss Club Calendar
Contact: Urs Gwerder 530-587-8316

Oct 21 - Annual General Dinner Meeting TBA

United Swiss Societies
Diane Wagner, President 510-582-0698

Peninsula Swiss Club

Contact: Sandra Scanferla-Eidam 408-348-6911
sandra.scanferla@gmail.com

Swiss Consulate General
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111
Phone: 415-788-2272

Swiss Rifle Club Events

Contact John Burky at 510-996-8789
More information at: www.carmelgunclub.com
And www.feldschiessen.us

Pro Ticino
June 2-3, 2018 Conference San Francisco
http://www.proticino.ch/

Future Séngerfests

North American Swiss Singing Alliance (NASSA)

Saengerfest 2018: June 28-July 1, 2018
http://www.saengerfest2018.com/

30th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing and Yodeling Festival
Los Angeles 2020

SJVSC, Ripon 2017 Calendar of Events
WWW. SjVSCIipoNnswiss.com
Tony Berchtold, President

Sep 2  Fall Schwingfest - Championship
Oct 7 Oktoberfest

Oct 21 Fall Swiss Echoes Concert

Nov 12 Fall Jass Party

Dec 3  Swiss Echoes Christmas Dinner
Dec 10 Children’s Christmas Party

West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association
www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com

Aug 12-13 Tacoma Swiss Club — Bonney Lake, WA

Fall Schwingfest

Aug 26  Newark Swiss Club — Newark, CA
Sep 2 SJVSC — Ripon, CA Fall Schwingfest
Championship Schwingfest

Switzerland gets a Foothold in the Northern
California Cheese Industry: KQED Food recently
had an article about a couple of Northern California
cheese producers who recently partnered with Emmi, a
major Swiss-based dairy company to continue making
craft and small batch cheese products.

Read more at:
https://ww2.kged.org/bayareabites/2017/01/28/switzerl
and-gets-a-foothold-in-the-northern-california-cheese-

industry/

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Social Membership
Join the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club!

Your Annual $30 social membership entitles you
to:

e Special member invitations to yearly
events (Schwingfest, Fondue Night,
Metzgete, etc).

e Christmas Party — Free to Social Members

e Subscription to bi-monthly newsletter

To join; please send your name, email address,
postal address, phone number and enclose a $30
check (payable to Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club) and
mail to:

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club
c/o Membership
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560

Questions; please contact us at:
aelplergruppe @gmail.com
Phone: 510-936-2523
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River Cruise: Castles Along the Rhine

I have cancelled the Fall Rhine cruise due to a low
response rate. Look for more information this Fall about a
trip in 2018. Thank you, Heidi Ambiel
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The Swiss Unspunnen Festival

The Unspunnenfest is a truly remarkable traditional festival
in Switzerland. It takes place in Interlaken, in the Bernese
Oberland, only every 12 years. The Festival will take place
this year from August 26 to September 3.

The gorgeous venue is just below the iconic Eiger, M6nch
and Jungfrau mountains. What you might consider
stereotypes of Switzerland become alive at the
Unspunnenfest: colorful traditional costumes, alphorn
melodies, the sound of yodeling, flag throwing, and
wrestling. But the most important event is the stone-
throwing competition, which we call Steinstossen in
German.

To quote a 2006 BBC News article about the Unspunnen
Festival: "Britain has the Queen, France has its republic,
Italy has Michelangelo's David and Switzerland has its
stone." During this popular boulder-throwing competition,
challengers from all over Switzerland attempt to lift and
throw a famous historic stone weighing 183 Ibs. The
current record is 13 feet.

Traditional festivals near the Unspunnen Castle date back
to medieval times. The most famous festival took place
during a dark time in Swiss history after the heavy defeat
by Napoleon’s armies. Reviving the old traditions was a
way of rejecting our status as a vassal state.

**The above remarks by Ambassador Martin Dahinden,
Ambassador of Switzerland to the United States of America

can be found at:
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/usa/en/home/news/speeches.html
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The Bernina Express: Switzerland’s breathtaking train

There are not many places in the world where 2 % hours
will take you through a landscape from ice-age glaciers to
palm trees, but that’s the Bernina Express route.

This Swiss scenic train serves cities including Lugano, St.
Moritz, and Chur to Tirano. The ride from Switzerland to
Italy is relaxing as you glide through the countryside,
enjoying sweeping vistas of Alpine crossings and dramatic
gorges. You'll pass over 196 timeless bridges and through
55 winding tunnels -- all viewed through spectacular
panoramic windows in First or Second Class.

https://www.raileurope.com/european-trains/bernina-
express/how-to-book.html

Swiss Park Events
5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark 510-793-6272
Website: www.swissparknewark.com

August 13 Gruber Family Band 4 — 8 p.m.
August 27 Showcase band 4 — 8 p.m.

Sept 10 Polka Power 4 —8 p.m.
Sept 24 TBA
Sept 30 Swiss Park Oktoberfest
Bill Bly — The Continentals 4 — 8 p.m.

Oct 08 TBA
Oct 22 Polka Power 4 — 8 p.m.

Nov 12 Gruber Family Band 4 — 8 p.m.

Dec 10 Showcase band 4 — 8 p.m.
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Get Well Wishes to Herb Manchester and Walt
Haslemann.

Memorial Fund Donations

A grateful thanks you to all for their donations to the Swiss
Club’s Memorial Fund in memory of our deceased
members and friends.

In Memory of Jeannie Ramsell — from Linda Schaefer

In Memory of Rosemary Marty — from Gigi, Heidi,
and Alby Britschgi.

In the greater Swiss Community, we mourn the death of
Rosemary Marty and Hedy Burgi. Wal Baur, former Editor
of the Swiss Review magazine also passed away. Our
deepest condolences to the Families.

Whom to contact when a Swiss Club member is
deceased: Please contact Mariette Franke,
Corresponding Secretary at 408-515-2086 or e-mail her
at mariette2086@gmail.com
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Would you like to have some of the Schwingfests held
in Switzerland on DVD? DVDs are available from the
Rigi and the Stoos Schwingfests. Please contact Mr.
Inderbitzin in Switzerland at email:
inderbitzin@datacomm.ch for more information.

Internet Radio Stations to listen to Swiss Music:
Radio Ziirisee player.radio.ch

Radio Evva player.eviva.ch (landler music)
Radio Rottu  player.rro.ch
(Q\XV/9]
Newsletter Edition Deadlmefor article submission
January — February January 15"
March — April March 10"
May — June May 15"
July — August July 15th

September — October
November — December

September 15th
November 15th

Mention this ad and
receive 20% off of
your first visit.

Julia Dobbel
www.]uliadobbel.com

Ha;s_age by Julia
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“Come, Join Our Voices!
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers
A Regional Choir for Boys ~ S.F. Bay Area

Rehearsals Held in Various Convenient Locations: San
Francisco* Alameda * Hayward * Oakland

Boys, age 7 to 12 may audition. No prior experience
needed.

www.GGBC.org Phone: 510 887-4311
Steven J. Meyer, Artistic Director

I= COLONY

Edward L. Ott
President
ed@colonylandscape.com

4911 Spreckles Avenue, P.0. Box 940, Alviso, CA 95002-0940
T: 408.941.1090 F: 408.941.1094 www.colonylandscape.com
CLCA | Lic. No. C27 A 566808

Advertise with us here. Please send your Ad
information to: aelplergruppe@gmail.com

Have you moved? Please forward your new
address to Mariette Franke, Corresponding
Secretary by sending a note to A.G. Swiss Club,
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560, or via e-
mail to mariette2086@gmail.com

Thank you

6 US GATEWAYS to ZURICH
ﬂ SWISS 1 US GATEWAY to GENEVA
DAILY NON-STOPS from San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago,
Hew York, Newark, Boston & Miami; fiy info ong city, retum from
another European city. BOOK EARLY - For Economy book by mid-
Jan and for Business Class by mid-Feb for travels from 6-30%0 0-4.

TRUST US consolidator rates can BEAT THE NET!!

S-night GETAWAY S-night GETAWAY

to KAUAI/HAWAII to CABO SAN LUCAS
Air from San Francizco or Hon-siop Air from San

Loz Angeles. Breakfast, car Francizco or Loz Angeles.
rental, tax included, $1,582 Beach front hotel, $1,570 per
per person‘double occupancy person‘double occupancy

GRAND PRINCESS of Princess Crulses

is now headquartered in San Francisco. R
Cruize from 5F & LA fo
ALASKA MEXICO, HAWAI, PANAMA CANAL & AUSTFI:ALI.HL

Discover the ROCKY MOUNTAINEER

RAIL JOURNEYS offered from Agpril
14 io Ocfober @, 2017, starting at LIS s
$2 679 per person/double occupancy Gt r
and includes most meals, sightseeing £ :
& transporiation. CIRCLE JOURMEYS hagns and ends in
Vancouver, featuring JASPER, splendid LAKE LOUISE and
BANFF LOMGER TRIPS AVAILABLE, combinations with Alaska
or Coastal Cruises. CALL or email for defails!

]
877.388.9695

or 415.553.7711

JASDH 'HA"EL, ING. www.jasoniravel.com «travel@jasontravel.com

We represent all Aifines, Cruise Lines & the best ESCORTED TOUR COMPAMIES.
One call for the World! 1810-2017 » 260 States 5t San Francisco, CA 94114 « CST #1005510-10
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SwissFest2017

Schwingfestand Swiss Festival

Saturday, August 26, 2017

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club
at Newark Swiss Park, 5911 Mowry Ave., Newark

All wrestlers are invited: Boys - Juniors - Seniors
Gates open 10:00 am - Wrestler sign-ups 11:00 am - Wrestling starts 11:30 am

Swiss Folk Music - BBQ - Bar - Snackbar — Steinstossen — Children’s games

Admission $10.00 - Free admission to children ages 14 & under
Bratwurst/Schublig Lunch at 1:00 pm & BBQ Chicken Dinner at 6:00 pm

Visit Eventbrite: https://swissfest2017.eventbrite.com if youwish to prepay admission or
to pre-registerforwrestling

Dancing to Mitchell Gander/Ron Scheiber Orchestra
Wrestling Awards at 8:00 pm

Aelpler Gruppe sincerely appreciates gifts or monetary donations for the Schwingers either in advance or at
the event; for more information please email: mariette2086@gmail.com or call 510-936-2523

www.aelplergruppe.com www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub

Hotels:
ComfortInn, 5977 Mowry Ave., Newark, 510-795-7995 (Ask for Swiss Parkrate)
Best Western, 5400 Mowry Ave., Fremont, 510-792-4300
Doubletree, 39900 Balentine Dr., Newark, 510-490-8390

Future Aelpler Gruppe Events at Newark Swiss Park this Year
October 28 - Metzgete Dinner with Dance Music by the Showcase Band
December 2 - Members Christmas Party

Please bring Swiss clothing donations for our Heritage Booth during the
Schwingfest. We would like Swiss dresses, blouses, and Swiss men’s shirts.
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General Information

Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting
First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified

Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors Meeting
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified

Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors

President Thomas Imholz Jr.
Vice President Pete Zuger
Treasurer Carl Ramsell
Secretary Susanne Cameron

Assistant Secretary Herman Betchart
Swiss Park Manager Robert Fuchslin

Newsletter Editor: Rose Satariano
925-833-0586 aelplergruppe@gmail.com

Have you moved?

Please forward your new address to Mariette Franke,

Corresponding Secretary, via e-mail
to mariette2086@gmail.com  Thank you.

Officers

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club
Board of Directors for 2017

President Arnold Ambiel 510-936-2523
1st Vice Pres  Marilyn Ramsell Manchester 510-366-5070
2nd Vice Pres Chris Ciardella-Fuchslin 408-262-9097
Recording Secretary Suzanne Fuchslin-Bradshaw
Corresp. Secretary ~ Mariette Franke 408-515-2086
Treasurer Margrith Reichmuth 510-792-4572
Assistant Treasurer  Agnes Schmidig Reed 408-515-3635
Past President Kurt Clausen 650-988-1161
Director 1 — Pat Wipfli-Schaffarczyk 510-677-8461
Director 2 — Karen Dobbel 510-502-1072
Director 3 Newsletter — Rose Satariano 925-833-0586

Director 4 — Darrell Ramsell 925-337-0565
Director 5 — Dominick Reichmuth
Sennenmutter Rosemary Ramsell 510-793-0983
Sennenvater Frank Schmidig

USS Delegate Arnold Ambiel
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