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Swiss Folklore Night 

  
Celebrating the past, present and future 

 
Honoring Life Members Born in the 

1920’s & Retired Musicians 
 

Saturday, April 8, 2017 
 

Doors open at 1:00 p.m. 
Program from 2-4 p.m. 

Bratwurst dinner will be served at 4:00 
 

(Please come help set-up the Hall on April 
8th at 10:00 a.m.) 

 

 
 

Semi-Annual Member’s Meeting 
Sunday, May 7th , 2 p.m. 
at Swiss Park Hall, Newark 

 

 
 

29th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing & 
Yodeling Festival  
June 22 – 25, 2017 
Ripon & Modesto 

www.swisssongfest2017.com 
 

(Please follow link above to purchase tickets 
and badges for the Event) 

 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub 

         
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Dear Members, 
 
The weather outside as I write this has me remembering what a 
great Jass and Fondue Party we just had.  The chefs and Jass 
organizers did a great job.  Everyone left with a smile on their 
faces and felt a little closer to the Alps.   
  
We all owe a great deal of thanks to Kurt Clausen for his 9 years 
of service to the Aelpler Gruppe beginning in 2008; three as a 
Director and six as President.  There are few people with bigger 
hearts than he and his wife Linda.  And now we all wish him a 
speedy recovery from his final surgery to replace his knee.  He 
has had quite a past year but is healing well.   
 
I want to thank the Swiss Park Manager, Bob Fuchslin who does 
an excellent job running the Swiss Park along with the Swiss 
Park Board of Directors.  We wouldn’t be the club we are without 
them.   We have a new weekday chef, Leo and his dinners are 
great. 
 
I would also like to thank all of the volunteers and the Aelpler 
Gruppe Board for making our Annual Christmas Party and New 
Year’s Eve Dance such a success.  You all did a great job. 
 
Swiss Trivia was one of Kurt’s great ideas and I will continue it in 
every newsletter and tie it to a future event at Swiss Park.  This 
month’s question is: Name two West Coast producers of 
Kirschwasser and Williams.  First place gets a one free ticket to 
our Folklore Night, April 8th.  Contact me via the information on 
the back of the newsletter. 
 
And if you are a hockey fan, look out for the two new Swiss SJ 
Sharks: Timo Meier from Herisau and Mirco Mueller from 
Winterthur playing for the SJ Barracudas. 
 
Ich wünsche euch alles Gute, 
 
Arnold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Presidents Message 
 
   By Arnold Ambiel 
 
 

http://www.swissparknewark.com/
http://www.swisssongfest2017.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aelplergruppeswissclub


2016 Member’s Christmas Dinner  
We heartily thank Ernst & Marily Hofmann for 
preparing the delicious dinner with help from Steve 
Ambiel, who was visiting from Switzerland. 
Thank you to all who served the food. 
 
Thank you to Jackie Zuger who was again in charge of 
the raffle prizes along with her helpers Billy Leah 
Berchtold, Annamarie Jones and her daughter LeAnna 
Jones and her friend Maya.  
Thank you to all the members who so gratefully 
donated the many prizes for the raffle. 
Thank you to all the volunteers who assisted in the set-
up for the lovely event. Many hands make the job 
easier. 
Thank you to all who brought the delicious baked 
goodies for all to enjoy. Thank you to Nina Grass for 
arranging the goodies on the serving platters. 
 
Thank you to “Santa” and his helpers Lois Ulrich and 
Margrith Reichmuth who were again in charge of 
shopping for the children’s gift.  
 
Arnold Ambiel, incoming President of Aelpler Gruppe  
Swiss Club recognized Kurt Clausen outgoing 
President for his six years of faithful service to the 
Club. Arnold also thanked the other outgoing members 
of the Board of Directors: John Burky, Herb 
Manchester and Diane Wagner who served as a 
delegate to the United Swiss Societies. Diane also 
served the United Swiss Societies as their President 
the last two years. 
 
The Swiss Club also thanks our generous members 
who donated canned food for the needy. The food was 
donated to a local charity. 
 
Thank you to our musicians Ron Scheiber, Mitchell 
Gander, Robert Gander and Herbie Gander for 
providing us with lovely Swiss tunes for the enjoyment 
of all.  Susanne Cameron led the children in Christmas 
Carol singing by playing piano.  
 
Thank you to Konrad & Elizabeth Rickenbach for 
donating two monetary raffle prizes. 
Thank you our giving members who donated funds:  
Joe & Jean Allgauer 
Arnold & Suzanne Ambiel 
Antoinette Betschart 
Evonne Bissig 
Kurt & Linda Clausen 
Louis Ettlin 
The Franke Family 
Millie Gaehwiler 
Kristie & Michael Gemperle 
Walter & Maggie Haslemann 
Hanspeter & Sabine Kamm 
Kent Kappen and Marianne Favro 
Lori & Dave Konecny 
Joseph & Marie Muller 
Anton Raymann 
Agnes Reed 
Julien & Caitlyn Schaller 
Frank Schmidig Sr. 

Les Spichtig 
Dan & Lynn Vogt 
Rosemary & Gerri Wagner 
Tom & Candyce Wipfli 
Frank Del Fiorentino 
Wally Betchart 
And to anyone else who donated funds. 
 

          
 

 
 

      
 

 
 

                                                         
 
 
 
                                                             
 
 
 



New Life Member  -  Welcome Brandon W. Del 
Fiorentino as an Aelpler Gruppe Life member. 
 
Social Membership 
A big welcome to our new Social Members: 
Martin A Steiner Jr. of Sacramento and Mindi Steiner 
of San Francisco. 
They are the son and daughter of Ellie & Martin 
Steiner Sr. of Vacaville. 
 
We also welcome Adam Satariano and Lauren 
Satariano of Dublin, CA  
Adam & Lauren are the son and daughter of Rose & 
Mark Satariano-Kaslin. 
The young members are well known in our Swiss Club 
as they been active in assisting at our Swiss Club 
events. 
 

 
 
The Zumbach Family thanks you!!   
Jason and Toni Zumbach want to thank everyone for 
their kind donations, prayers and support for their 
baby daughter, Charli.  Charli received her liver 
transplant the end of October and is doing very well.  
We are truly blessed to have such wonderful family 
and friends.  THANK YOU ALL! 
by Cathy Betschart Quinn 
 

 
The Sacramento Helvetia Verein is celebrating their 
125th Club Anniversary.  If you would like to celebrate 
with them, please find more information on their 
website at: www.sacramentoswiss.com 

 
 
Aelper Gruppe Swiss Club sends Get Well wishes 
to:  Alma Swisher who is currently recovering from 
illness. 
 
Obituary 
Our long time Life Member Werner Ulrich of 
Andelfingen, Switzerland passed in early December 
2016. Our deepest condolences to his wife Ruth & 
family. 
 
Our Member Ernie Dobler recently passed. Aelpler 
Gruppe sends our deepest condolences to his family. 
  

Jeane Ramsell, wife of life member Gene Ramsell Jr. 
and daughter-in-law of Sennen Mutter Rosemary 
Ramsell, passed away at home in Anthem, Arizona on 
December 11, 2016 after a long battle with lung 
cancer.   
 
Jeane was a loving mother to four sons, Darrell 
(Akiko), Carl, Jon, Brian (Ester) Ramsell and a proud 
grandmother of Brianna, Taylor, Timothy, Elysse, 
Zeke, Kenji and Mayuko Ramsell. 
 
Our deepest sympathy goes out to Gene and the 
whole Ramsell family. 
   

 
                Gene Ramsell and his sons 

 
                  Jeanie Ramsell memorial  
 
Whom to contact when a Swiss Club member is 
deceased:  Please contact Mariette Franke, 
Corresponding Secretary at 408-988-4351 or e-mail 
her at mariette2086@gmail.com     

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club Social     
Membership 
                                 
Join the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club! 
Your Annual $30 social membership entitles 
you to: 
 

• Special member invitations to yearly 
events (Schwingfest, Fondue Night, 
Metzgete) 

• Christmas Party – Free to Social 
Members 

• Subscription to bi-monthly newsletter 
 
To join, please send your name, email address, 
postal address, phone number and enclose a 
$30 check (payable to Aelpler Gruppe Swiss 
Club) and mail to:  
  
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 
5911 Mowry Avenue, Newark, CA  94560 
 
Please email aelplergruppe@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 

http://www.sacramentoswiss.com/
mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com


29th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing & Jodeling 
Festival          June 22 – 25, 2017  
 
Grand Concert – Friday, June 23rd   7:00 p.m. 
Gallo Center for the Arts, Modesto 
 
Folk Festival – Saturday, June 24th Ripon 
Swiss Club   
 
Visit our website at: www.swisssongfest2017.com 
 
The San Joaquin Valley Swiss Echoes will be hosting 
the 29th United Swiss Singing Societies of the Pacific 
Coast (USSSPC) Singing & Yodeling Festival. The 4-
day event will take place at the Double Tree Hotel in 
Modesto (Host Hotel), Modesto Convention Center, 
Gallo Center for the Arts - Mary Stuart Rogers Theater, 
and the San Joaquin Valley Swiss Club in Ripon. 
Approximately 220–240 singers from the nine 
participating singing societies (California, Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, and Canada) will be singing 
melodies from their native homeland, Switzerland, 
dressed in colorful costumes of Swiss tradition.  
 
Please join us for a great 4-day celebration!  
For more information please contact: Heidi Betschart, 
USSSPC President (betscharthm@yahoo.com)  
Or visit our website at: www.swisssongfest2017.com 
       

 
 

              
            
Swiss Singing Society of San Francisco 
Jackie Zuger, President 415-897-9504 
June 22-25 - 29th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing & 
         Yodeling Festival in Modesto./Ripon 
 
Sierra Swiss Club Calendar 
Contact: Urs Gwerder 530-587-8316 
April 8 -      Jass Party at Joe Suter's Garage 
July 15 – Schwingfest, Truckee Community Rec 
Center 
Oct 21 -  Annual General Dinner Meeting TBA 
 
United Swiss Societies 
Diane Wagner, President 510-582-0698 

Peninsula Swiss Club  
Contact: Sandra Scanferla-Eidam 408-348-6911 
sandra.scanferla@gmail.com 
 
Swiss Consulate General 
Pier 17, Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111  
Phone: 415-788-2272 
 
 
 

Aelpler Gruppe 2017 Calendar of Events 
 
April 8 – Folklore Dinner 1:00 p.m. open, 4 p.m. dinner 
May 7 – Semi-Annual Member’s meeting Sunday 2 pm 
June 11 – United Swiss Societies Kids Camp 9:00 a.m. 
Aug 5  –  United Swiss Societies – Swiss National Day 
Aug 26 – Fall Schwingfest in Newark 11:00 a.m. 
Oct 28 –  Metzgete Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
Nov 5 – Annual Member’s Meeting – Sunday 2:00 p.m. 
Dec 2 – Member’s Annual Christmas Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve Celebration 7:00 p.m. 
 
Swiss Park Newark 2017 Calendar of Events 
March 12 – Sunday– St. Patrick’s Dinner & Dance 4pm 
 
SJVSC, Ripon   2017 Calendar of Events 
www.sjvscriponswiss.com 
Tony Berchtold, President   
Apr 22 – Swiss Echoes Spring Concert 
June 3 – Spring Schwingfest 
 
June 22 – Sängerfest Welcome Reception – 
Modesto Convention Center 
June 23 – Sängerfest Grand Concert – Gallo Center 
June 24 – Jodel Festival at Swiss Hall, Ripon 
June 25 – Sängerfest-Jodel Mass, Modesto Center 
Plaza 
 
July 29 – Members BBQ/Buebe Schwingfest 
Sep 2 – Fall Schwingfest - Championship 
Oct 7 – Oktoberfest 
Oct 21 – Fall Swiss Echoes Concert 
Nov 12 – Fall Jass Party 
Dec 3 – Swiss Echoes Christmas Dinner 
Dec 10 – Children’s Christmas Party  
 
 
West Coast Swiss Wrestling Association 
www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com 
April 1      Imperial Valley Swiss Club - Holltville, CA  
June 3     SJVSC – Ripon, CA  Spring Schwingfest 
June 17    San Diego Swiss Club – San Diego 
June TBA  Tacoma Swiss Club – Bonney Lake, WA                                                                                
July 1-2    Lewis-Pacific Swiss – Frances, WA 
July 15     Sierra Swiss Club – Truckee, CA 
August 5   Portland Swiss Club – Portland OR 
Aug 12-13 Tacoma Swiss Club – Bonney Lake, WA   
 
Fall Schwingfest 
Aug 26     Newark Swiss Club – Newark, CA 
 
Sep 2      SJVSC – Ripon, CA  Fall Schwingfest  
Championship Schwingfest 

Swiss Rifle Club Events 
Contact John Burky at 510-996-8789 
More information at:  www.carmelgunclub.com 
And www.feldschiessen.us 
March 18 – Swiss Rifle 
April 22 – Swiss Rifle 
May 27 – Swiss Rifle 
June 24 & 25 – Swiss Rifle – Scheutzenfest weekend 
 

http://www.swisssongfest2017.com/
http://www.swisssongfest2017.com/
http://www.sjvscriponswiss.com/
http://www.westcoastswiss.homestead.com/
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Fondue and Jass Party 
Swiss Park, Newark  
February 12, 2017 
 
Aelpler Gruppe, lead by Arnold Ambiel, hosted a 
wonderful Jass Party and Fondue Dinner on Sunday, 
February 12th at Swiss Park, Newark. 
 
Many Jass players came to enjoy an afternoon of card 
playing and conversation.  At the end of the Jass 
tournament, we had our Jass König, Frank Auf der 
Maur and our Jass Königin, Ruth Glanville Brogle.  
Congratulations to Frank and Ruth on Jass cards well 
played. 
 
After the Jass tournament, the guests sat down to a 
wonderful Fondue Dinner prepared by Arnold Ambiel 
and his team.  Club members brought large pots of hot 
fondue around to fill the fondue pots lining the dinner 
tables.  The whole hall smelled wonderful within 
minutes of the first batch coming from the kitchen.   
 
Guests ate their fill of fondue and sausage slices that 
accompanied the melted cheese.  Afterwards, fruit 
bowls were enjoyed along with cake to celebrate 
Rosemary Ramsell’s 95th birthday. 
 
 

 
                                Jass players 
 

 
                 Enjoying fantastic Fondue! 
 

    
           Our wonderful Fondue preparers! 

                            

   
      Jass Königin,   Walter Haslemann 
Ruth Glanville Brogle 
 

      
                 Jass König, Frank Auf der Maur 
 

 
                 Rosemary Ramsell wins a raffle prize 
 
 
             

 
 

               
Rosemary Ramsell celebrated her 95th birthday and 
Bob Fuchslin celebrated his 79th birthday in February.  
 



 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

Would you like to have some of the Schwingfests held 
in Switzerland on DVD?  DVDs are available from the 
Rigi and the Stoos Schwingfests.  Please contact Mr. 
Inderbitzin in Switzerland at email: 
inderbitzin@datacomm.ch for more information. 
 
Internet Radio Stations to listen to Swiss Music: 
 

Radio Tell http://www.radiotell.ch 
 

Radio Evva   http://www.eviva.ch 
 

Radio Rottu  http://www.rro.ch 

 
Newsletter Edition    Deadline for article submission 
January – February     January 15th 
March – April     March 10th 
May – June     May 15th 
July – August      July 15th 
September – October    September 15th 
November – December    November 15th 
 
 
 

           
 

 

 
 
 

 

“Come, Join Our Voices!” 
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers 

A Regional Choir for Boys ~ S.F. Bay Area 
 
Rehearsals Held in Various Convenient Locations: San 
Francisco* Alameda * Hayward * Oakland 
 

Boys, age 7 to 12 may audition. No prior experience 
needed.  

 
www.GGBC.org  Phone: 510 887-4311 

Steven J. Meyer, Artistic Director  

 

Advertise with us here.  Please send your Ad 
information to:   aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
 
Have you moved? Please forward your new 
address to Mariette Franke, Corresponding 
Secretary by sending a note to A.G. Swiss Club,  
5911 Mowry Ave., Newark, CA 94560, or via e-
mail to mariette2086@gmail.com 
Thank you 

 
 
Mention this ad and 
receive 20% off of 
your first visit. 
 
Julia Dobbel 
www.juliadobbel.com 
 

 

mailto:inderbitzin@datacomm.ch
http://www.radiotell.ch/
http://www.eviva.ch/
http://www.rro.ch/
http://www.ggbc.org/
mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
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http://www.juliadobbel.com/


 
Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club, Inc. presents 

 

Swiss Folklore Night 
  

Celebrating the past, present and future 
 

Honoring Life Members Born in the 1920’s 
 

Saturday, April 8, 2017 
 

Newark Swiss Park 
5911 Mowry Ave, Newark, CA 94560 

 

Doors open at 1:00 p.m. - Program from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Bratwurst dinner will be served at approx. 4:00 p.m. 
 

Cost:  $18.00 per person    Children 6-12 years:  $5.00     5 years and younger:  Free 
********** 

Special Guest Entertainment: 
Julie Wagner and Marie Schallberger, Yodel Duet  

of the San Joaquin Valley Swiss Echoes  
 

Swiss Singing Society of San Francisco  
Celebrating their 125th Anniversary 

********** 

Dancing to the Mitchell Gander - Ron Scheiber Orchestra 
 

Please make your reservations no later than March 28, 2017 by: 
 

• Mail, using the attachment below 
• E-mail to: mariette2086@gmail.com or by calling Mariette Franke at: 408-988-4351 
• Online with a credit card via Eventbrite link:   https://swissfolklore.eventbrite.com 

 
------------------- ----------------- -------------Cut here------------ ----------------- ---------------- 

                                    
Name: _______________________________________________________  Phone: ________________________ 
 
How many  adults: ______ at $18.00   - Names: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Children age 6-12:  ______ at $ 5.00  - Names:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Children 5 & under: _____ Free -  Names: ________________________________________________________ 

 
Make check payable to:  Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 

Mail to:   Mariette Franke . 407 Greenwood Drive . Santa Clara, CA 95054-2134 
 

Motel next to Swiss Park:  Comfort Inn 510.795.7995 (ask for Swiss Park rates) 

mailto:mariette554@yahoo.com
https://swissfolklore.eventbrite.com/


 
 z 

Officers 
 

Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club  
Board of Directors for 2017 

 
  President                   Arnold Ambiel      408-691-6446 
  1st Vice Pres        Marilyn Ramsell Manchester 510-366-5070 
  2nd Vice Pres              Chris Ciardella-Fuchslin 408-262-9097 
  Recording Secretary   Suzanne Fuchslin-Bradshaw 
  Corresp. Secretary   Mariette Franke     408-988-4351 
  Treasurer                     Margrith Reichmuth  510-792-4572 
  Assistant Treasurer     Agnes Schmidig Reed 408-515-3635 
  Past President             Kurt Clausen       650-988-1161 
  Director 1   –                Pat Wipfli-Schaffarczyk 510-677-8461 
  Director 2   –      Karen Dobbel       510-502-1072 
  Director 3 Newsletter   Rose Satariano  925-833-0586 
  Director 4   –     Darrell Ramsell     925-337-0565 
  Director 5   –     Dominick Reichmuth  
  Sennenmutter   Rosemary Ramsell 510-793-0983 
  Sennenvater              Frank Schmidig      
  USS Delegate              Arnold Ambiel     
  
 

 

 
            General Information 
 
 
Aelpler Gruppe Board of Directors Meeting 
First Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors Meeting 
Second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at 
Newark Swiss Park unless otherwise notified 
 
Newark Swiss Park Board of Directors 
President              Thomas Imholz Jr. 
Vice President       Pete Zuger 
Treasurer              Carl Ramsell 
Secretary               Susanne Cameron 
Assistant Secretary  Herman Betchart 
 
Swiss Park Manager Robert Fuchslin 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Satariano 
925-833-0586    aelplergruppe@gmail.com 
 
Have you moved? 
Please forward your new address to Mariette Franke, 
Corresponding Secretary, via e-mail 
to mariette2086@gmail.com      Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:aelplergruppe@gmail.com
mailto:mariette2086@gmail.com
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